ABOYNE ACADEMY
Summer Newsletter 2018
Aboyne Academy Flagship Business Partners
We have continued to focus this year on developing business partnerships and preparing pupils for the world
of work. We have been building relationships across a range of business sectors so that, whatever direction
pupils head in the future, they can develop employability skills at school that will make them not just well
qualified but work ready.
For the last 8 years we forged a very strong partnership with offshore accommodation company ARCADION.
Many of you will be aware through this newsletter of the opportunities and support ARCADION provided to
the school. With the reorganisation of the company our relationship with ARCADION comes to an end in its
current form. The picture below shows House Captain Cara Blackhall presenting ARCADION Technical
Director Clive Gregory with a quaich as a small token of our appreciation to mark the time and support Clive
has given to the Academy.
As one business partnership changes direction, another begins. Over the last few months, we have been in
exciting discussions with the Fife Arms Hotel in Braemar which many of you will know is undergoing major
refurbishment. This partnership, like ARCADION before, we hope will lead to benefits and opportunities for
the school and company. With the help of staff from both organisations and the house leadership teams we
have drawn up a partnership agreement which will form the basis of this new venture. The partnership was
formally announced at our recent Awards Ceremony. The below picture shows Mr Foy and Kirsten Jensen,
Deputy General Manager from the Fife Arms with House Captains Fergus Wood and Cara Blackhall. Also
pictured is our Award Ceremony guest speaker Jay Hare from HorseBack UK.
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Head Teacher Message
It has been another busy term in Aboyne Academy and I hope you will enjoy reading about some of the activities,
events and achievements that have taken place over the last few months.
Since the publication of our last newsletter we have welcomed David Chirnside (Pupil Support Worker), Jonathan
Turley (ASL), Susan McKay (PSA) and Paul Banfield (Maths) to the staff team.
Joining us in August will be Craig Bradley (Computing), Janine Lowe (Home Economics) and Amanda Scott (PSA).
At the end of this term we are also saying goodbye to some staff. Mrs Robertson from the library and Mrs Barr from
the Business Faculty are both retiring and moving on to new challenges. Also leaving us are Miss Lindsay from
Drama, Dr Athanasopoulas from Humanities and Mr Hancock from SFL. We wish them all well for the future.
The school roll has continued to rise since Christmas and in August will be at the highest level for many years. This
increase necessitated having a fourth Guidance teacher to ensure all pupils have appropriate access to pastoral
support. We were delighted to appoint Miss Moodie to this post in April. Following a period of consultation with
pupils, staff and parents, the arrangements to set up a new fourth House were agreed and Birsemore House
officially came into existence at change of timetable in June. It’s been great to see the enthusiasm which has
accompanied the setting up of Birsemore House and the invigorated sense of competition this has instilled in the
three existing Houses.
In August we will be revitalising our long-standing Community Code which will be relaunched as a new initiative
called our “Positive School Climate.” This is an important development which will link our school expectations to our
positive ethos.
With some building improvements also hopefully set to take place over the Summer break and another Careers Fair
planned for September there are lots of opportunities to look forward to when we come back in August.
I hope you all have a good Summer and look forward to working with you in the new school session.
Michael Foy
Acting Head Teacher

@Twitter
Some of our Faculties have their own twitter accounts which you can follow.
Science is @AboyneScience
The Science Faculty have joined twitter to keep parents, pupils and the local community up to
date with what’s happening in the Labs. Follow us to keep up to date with news, events and achievements of our
pupils. We will give you an insight to some of the experiments and work that happens in the Faculty as well as
useful information and sites to support pupils in the Senior Phase. Keep an eye out for our daily fun Science fact
using #OnThisDayInScience.
Health is @aboynehealthpe
The Aboyne Academy Health faculty have joined twitter to help keep parents, pupils and the local community up
to date with all fixtures/results, achievements, heath related events and all other news that is related to the
faculty. We will provide you with photos, reports and other useful information that will encourage Aboyne
Academy pupils to maintain a physically active and healthy lifestyle. Hope you enjoy!
Performing Arts is @AboyneAcadStars
Music, Drama & Media - Follow us to find out all about what we do!
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Careers Fair
After the success of the last careers fair, Aboyne Academy is excited to host it’s second event on Thursday
20th September, 2018.
“I think it is important to have a careers fair in Aboyne Academy because when you are in the Academy
you have to make decisions on what you want to be when you are older. If you are not sure what you want
to do then a careers fair can really allow you to see all the different options out there that you can choose
from.”
Pupil Quote
The fair is a wonderful opportunity for pupils, parents and staff to explore life beyond school. The fair has
approximately 33 confirmed exhibitors ranging from education, photography, construction and entrepreneurs to name a few. This is an opportunity for pupils to open up their ideas of what they wish to do in their
future and to develop more understanding of the world of work. All pupils will have the chance to explore
the stalls, ask questions and take part in challenges throughout the day. Parents are very welcome to attend
the event at designed times throughout the day from 11.30-12.30pm and 2-3pm.
“Career fairs are really important as they allow you to experience what businesses are really like and allow
you to get the know the kind of people they are looking for in that particular job, so you can work towards
it.”
As well as our exhibitors, there are over 18 guests confirmed to deliver break out talks. These talks will be
held throughout the day and pupils will be able to attend on a sign up basis. This will allow pupils to hear a
detailed account of people’s pathways beyond school, as well as exploring the jobs and industry that they
are currently in. Pupils will be given the option to take part in CV and employability workshops on request
to help prepare them for the world of work.
“Career fairs are also really important as it allows you to talk to the people who are in those businesses
are get advice and guidance from them.”
This year we have a dedicated team, of staff and pupils working to ensure that it is a success. Our pupil team
will be busy over the coming weeks publicising this event both in and out of school. We would love to see as
many people there as possible to support this great event in our school calendar!
The Careers Fair Team
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Children in Need our 30th Year
Aboyne Academy has been fundraising since 1988 for Children in Need and has even got its own Pudsey Bear mural
displayed in the stairwell within the school!
This year will be their 30th fundraising anniversary, which is amazing. So far to date Aboyne Academy has raised a
grand total of £126,741.72 and the school was recently congratulated by receiving an official certificate from
Children in Need as a huge thank you.
It was all started by Ella Egan and then the Charities Committee. Ella was very enthusiastic about it all. She used to
dress up as Pudsey and watch the live Children In Need programme on TV. She even phoned in to make sure that
Aboyne Academy’s name was on the rolling credits. Ella also ran some silent auctions. The last one that took place
was during her last year at Aboyne which raised an astonishing amount of …20K!
The Academy is really trying to boost its grand total this year. However, they would not have come this far without
having the commitment of the students. It is always a big part of the Aboyne Academy Calendar that is looked
forward to. Every year the staff and pupils pull out all the
stops with their costumes and The Talent Show. It is an
amazing part of Aboyne Academy - Children In Need is its
biggest fundraiser which the pupils enjoy watching as well as
taking part in. It takes place over the week of Children In
Need and builds up the excitement for the big day (Children
In Need Day) when the talent show final takes place.
In 2016, Aboyne Academy raised £4,510.17, in 2017 they
raised £4,511.20 - these are incredible figures. If it was not
for the generosity and the commitment of the pupils and
staff, it would not be such an amazing or a big day in the
school calendar.
Katie Bannister, S2

School Pipe Band
The Pipe Band has been busy again this year with our main focus being the Scottish
Schools Pipe Band Championships which took place in March. The band played really
well and was close to being placed in the prizes for our category which is a brilliant
achievement considering the quality of bands we were up against.
The main exciting news from the band is that we now have a uniform! A huge thank you
to David Eastwood, who has kindly and generously donated kilts, sporrans, flashes and
kilt pins. The band cannot express how grateful we are to David for doing this – it will
make us look a lot more professional and feel more like a proper pipe band. Look out
for our new uniforms at the Summer Concert!
Lastly, I’d like to make a plea to any pupil in school who is a drummer or piper – we need
you!! Unfortunately a few of our drummers have left school and we can always do with
more pipers. Aboyne Academy is extremely lucky to have its own pipe band, but this
can only continue as long as we have players! If you’re interested in joining the band,
come along to practice on a Monday lunchtime in Room 17 or talk to Mrs Sherwood in
Maths.
Mrs Sherwood
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Glen Tanar Estate welcomes pupils to hospitality careers day
STUDENTS from Aboyne Academy got a unique insight into career opportunities in the growing tourism and
hospitality sector during a hands-on visit to Glen Tanar Estate. The day involved staff from Hilton Grand Vacations
Club at Craigendarroch and Glen Tanar Estate.
Scotland’s tourism industry generates an annual visitor spend in excess of £4.5bn with the industry set to bring in up
to £6.5bn by 2020, proving a range of career opportunities for young people in a growing and diverse industry.
On Wednesday 21 March Glen Tanar Estate hosted 30 S4, S5 and S6 Aboyne Academy pupils for a full day of
practical, interactive workshops designed to help them experience the range of jobs open to them in catering,
events, hospitality and wildlife tourism.
During the events and catering workshop, pupils took part in a ‘banqueting challenge’ in which they were tasked
with setting a table for a wedding, and received a chef demonstration with executive head chef Brian Donaldson
from Hilton Grand Vacations using locally sourced produce before receiving hands-on kitchen experience.
The wildlife tourism workshop saw pupils experience the customer service role of a ghillie and deer stalker, also
with a demonstration of the equipment the wildlife team use, followed by a tour with a gamekeeper on the estate as
he explained his role as a tour guide. Pupils also learned about the different natural species that can be seen in the
area.
They also learned about the importance of creating a good customer experience in an accommodation workshop
highlighting how important customer-facing and back of house staff are to the success of a business.
The pupils were given an overview of the range of modern apprenticeships offered in the hospitality sector and the
different entry routes and careers paths open to them. Following this successful workshop, Glen Tanar Estate and
Hilton Grand Vacations Club at Craigendarroch hope to offer further opportunities to more schools in the area.
Michael Bruce, Glen Tanar Estate, said: “At Glen Tanar we have had tourism at the heart of our business for over 100
years and we welcome visitors from all over the world. Today's young people will shape the future of the tourism
industry and we are delighted to welcome Aboyne Academy pupils to the estate for interactive, practical experience
of our wildlife activities, events and self-catering cottages.”
Erin Stirton, Aboyne Academy pupil said: “I really enjoyed the tourism and hospitality day, before I came to Glen
Tanar I didn’t know much about working in the industry. The wildlife workshop and estate tour was my favourite
part of the day. It has really opened my eyes up to the world of tourism and hospitality and I would definitely
consider a career in the industry.”
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Photography prizes presented
Thank you to everyone who submitted entries for the Rotary Club of Aboyne & Upper Deeside Photography
Competition 2018 theme of "New Life". We had a record number of entries in the Junior S1-3 section.
President of Rotary Club of Aboyne &Upper Deeside Diane Fyffe and Alistair Tong (Youth Service) came to present
the prizes.

1st Junior prize - Andrea Yeats (2M3) - pictured above right

2nd Junior prize - Erika Gilbert (1L2)

Highly commended (Junior) - Finlay Jenkins (1M2)
3rd Junior prize - Ceder Geertse

Only two pupils entered in the S4-6 section. The entries
from one pupil did not meet the criteria of the judges
theme. The judges decided that all 3 photos submitted by
Elizabeth Batchelor (4L2) were excellent and she was
awarded 1st, 2nd and 3rd place! Well done Elizabeth.
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Health Faculty
We are very grateful to receive new bibs and football
equipment from the local Aboyne Co-op as part of a community
link. This is fantastic support to the school and we look forward
to developing our partnership further. Pictured are Mr Birse
(Teacher of PE), Ryan Anderson (Manager Aboyne Co-op),
Emma Gauld (Aboyne Co-op) and pupils Andrea, Christina, Evie,
Jemma and Libby.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS
Recently we were approached by the oil company Shell to make a health and safety video. As senior
pupils taking part in the Creative and Digital Media Foundation Apprenticeship at NESCOL (North East
Scotland College) we were approached to become involved. So far we have already had one filming
excursion to the company ITS to get footage of some equipment that will soon be in use on a Shell oil
rig. We all feel very privileged to have been offered this opportunity.
Shell have very kindly donated some professional standard video equipment for the school to keep
after the video has been completed so this project is greatly benefiting not only us but also Aboyne
Academy and future media students as well.
Louis Small, Taryn Fletcher and Pixie Russell

Writer Nan Shepherd
On Monday 25th June, the Advanced Higher English class were lucky
to have the opportunity to participate in a four hour ‘Into the
Mountain’ session put on by the Scottish Sculpture Workshop. Artist
Simone Kenyan and her team spent time introducing Nan Shepherd
as a Scottish female writer within mountaineering and nature
literature.
As well as receiving a fascinating introduction to this author who
spent her final years in Torphins, pupils engaged in a number of
activities including being blindfolded to closely study some natural
objects and ‘hocketing’ a piece of poetry compiled collectively. They
were encouraged to use sensory exploration of nature that
incorporates all the senses.
The afternoon session was spent out and about exploring the local ‘Image Woods’ where students continued to use
their senses and the natural world to inspire their writing. Hopefully their experience will transfer into some
effective pieces for their folios! Mrs Mercer, PT English

University trip
On the 21st of June, the Advanced Higher English class, Ms Gray and Fiona Robertson took a trip to the Aberdeen
University Library to find books for their dissertations and to search online journals for extracts which they could
also use in their dissertations. The group split off doing different things – some scouring the shelves for a specific
book, others using the walk-in service provided by the library to search from thousands of sources which link to their
chosen poem, play or prose piece which they could use for their final dissertations, which are being sent away next
March. The trip proved to be a success with all pupils finding what they needed and getting to experience the beauty
and the breath-taking structure of the building!
Maisie O’Reilly-McLean
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Creative Writing Competitions
Students across the school have been unleashing their creative spirits and submitting work for two
competitions. A number of S1 and S2 pupils have written short stories on a topic of their choice and in
any of Scotland’s languages; these will be submitted to the ASLS / Robert Burns World Federation
Short Story Competition. Students from S1 to S6 have also been writing poems which will be
submitted to the Foyle Young Poet of the Year Award. Well done to all of our entrants and we are
crossing our fingers for good news later this year. Here is a poem by Hannah Thom (5M1) to whet
your appetite!
Tangerine
Gentle fingers teased at the waxy coat, undressing
a small zest plastered globe.
Underneath, bursting fruit in amber segments like
a huddle of choir singers, rejoicing songs of praise.
Citrus fragrance presented itself
proceeding to dance in syncopation, spiralling along my fingertips.
The scent absorbing,
rewinding my mind like a cassette tape, whirring then
jolting: pause.
Homemade film playing, soft moments projected
upon a screen, hazily filtered in warm
tangerine light.
It was a haven of warmth,
the centre of an all-encompassing embrace,
a sweet sugared tea-like space of
smothering love,
a rose-tinted world offering
crust-less packed lunches,
with carefully unclad oranges;
large festively red socks, holding proud Clementine toes;
vanilla birthday sponges adorned with
flickering waxy white flags held up in
surrender to the ever-turning cogs. Time.
Tick.
Tick.
Tick.
The memories a familiar land, a home to
return to as I venture into foreign times
away from the attentively made nest that held me tight
in the early days, before I had to fly.
All on my own.
My wings unsteady, faltering in wind.
A whirlwind current lifts me
every now and then,
a hurricane of citrus souvenirs from the past
entangling me in a blanketing safety net to take shelter,
until its waxy coat no more than
an empty shell.
Mr Webb, Teacher of English
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Modern Languages
S3 Business Brunch
This February we attended the 2018 Business Brunch run by SCILT with Ms Whyman and the Modern Languages
Department.
We learnt that languages can be very useful throughout life. They can open up many exciting opportunities and jobs.
Many universities and colleges look for languages before accepting students. Studying a language at university gives
you an advantage in the workplace. We were told about the different experiences you can achieve from doing a
language such as studying in a different country or becoming an au pair for families or becoming an interpreter or
translator. We learnt how useful languages can be and how to use our language skills to our advantage. We enjoyed
the day thoroughly and learned a lot.
Ellie Simpson 4C2 & Bethany Thomson 4L2
The Aboyne Academy language department gave S3s the chance
to go on an annual school trip called the “Business Brunch”. This
school trip gives the S3s the opportunity to talk university students
and graduates about taking a language in S4 and careers paths
that languages can lead you into. We arrived at the venue and
then we were given some presentations about how different
people use their languages in their jobs. Afterwards we were given
a selection of snacks to choose from and we were allowed to go
around the different stalls, which all encouraged us to take a
language when moving into S4. In the afternoon we got some
more talks on how taking a language in S4 can be helpful and
allow you to see different parts of the world in later life. Overall
the day was very interesting and helped me pick my subjects in S4.
Catherine Hurst, (S4)

St. Andrews University Modern Languages Open Day
After a 2-hour trip we got off the bus and gathered in the entrance vestibule of the University. Following an
introductory talk in the theatre, we split into group and we had 6 twenty-minute “taster” sessions, from Persian to
Russian; the first four were language tasters and the last two included films, games and songs. During the Persian
language taster we learned how to introduce ourselves to each other in Persian; in Italian and French we studied
short texts; we did a language and culture quiz in Russian; in
German we listened to regional music; and in Spanish we
learned the language in order for us to create pretend Spanish
identity cards (DNIs).
After lunch, we had a tour of St. Andrews and we even got to
see the shop where Prince William and Kate met. Then, we
went back to the University for a question and answer session
where we learned a lot more about the University and what it
means to study languages and cultures in further higher
education. After a fun and exciting day, we headed back to
Aboyne with our goodie bags.
By Katie Mushet, S4
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Modern Languages Department French-Canadian Exchange

Our Modern Languages Department is twinned with École Secondaire Natagan in
the small village of Barraute in northern Quebec, where Mr Gibson used to teach
English. Quebec is the largest and second most-populous Canadian province with a
predominantly French-speaking population. Each year Aboyne Academy language
students write and send letters and photographs in French, and our amis québécois
write back in English. This is an exciting way to learn and improve our language and
understanding of another country, culture and customs.

”Autoportraits” by Tilly Storey,
Charlotte Reynolds, Jack Jolly, Daniel Ferries, Amélie Drewitt,
Carrie Whyte, Hamish Smart, Fin McCarlie-Davis, Cooper Duff (all
new S2) and many more.
Our S2 linguists wrote “Mon Autoportrait” letters describing their
families and towns in French, then made them into beautiful
posters with photographs and drawings to scan and send to
Canada. We made the originals into a colourful classroom display.
We received lovely, hand-written letters in the post from Canada
last year, which we have on our Quebec wall.
This year we received letters by e-mail, like these ones below. Our amis québécois also
sent information packs about their local region, tourism flyers and even special gravy
sauce, so we can make and try Quebec’s national dish, Poutine.
The Modern Languages Department hopes to continue with, and build on this valuable
language and culture exchange with École Secondaire Natagan in the coming years.
Photos of in and around our partner school, including the annual Carnaval d’Hiver (winter
carnaval) with a snow sculpture competition in the playground.

You can find out more information about our Scotland-Quebec exchange from the Modern Languages Twitter page
when it’s launched in the new Session. In the meantime, bonnes vacances d’été, happy summer holidays!
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Performing Arts Faculty
Drama News
In the last six months the Drama Department have been very busy preparing for practical exams, and rehearsing for the
Summer Show case as well as our next School Musical “Grease”.
This year the National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher SQA Performance exams took place on 19th March and 25th & 26th
April. Three different visiting assessors from the SQA came to assess pupil’s performance on these separate dates in either
an acting or production role.
We are incredibly proud of our N5 class who excelled in their practical exams, giving some outstanding performances and
production presentations. Production candidate, Sky Irvine, was given the task of designing some powerful and slightly
gruesome props such as a human heart for an extract from “Yellow Moon”. With confidence and passion she presented
her design concepts and final creations to the visiting Assessor. Sky did fantastic job designing and creating some highly
effective props which really helped to enhance the acting candidate’s performance and were successful in portraying the
unsettling and dark atmosphere of the piece.
We also had highly impressive performances from our acting candidates with powerful scenes from the darker plots of
“Yellow Moon”, “One Good Beating” and “Blood Brothers” to the sophisticated and light hearted comedy of “The
importance of being Earnest”.
The eight Higher acting candidates too impressed with some gripping performances from
“Men Should Weep” by Ena Lamont Stewart, “The Crucible” by Arthur Miller, “This
Restless House” by Zinnie Harris, and the more light hearted comedy of “Perfect Days” by
Liz Lochhead, “The Lovers” by Brian Friel and “The Importance of Being Earnest” By Oscar
Wilde.
Each pupil worked extremely hard to build their character and give a
heartfelt and convincing performance.
Pixie Russell, also from the Higher class opted, to be assed in set and costume design again this year. They
chose to design the set for “The Crucible”, which involved coming up with original designs for our actors to
perform in. Pixie put in a huge amount of time and effort into ensuring that her designs for both set and
costume were in keeping with the period of the text. Not only did pixie thoroughly research and design the
set and costumes but she also constructed a to scale set model and sewed a full costume for the character of
Elizabeth Proctor as well. We were all in awe of her creation which looked stunning on stage.
Advanced Higher Drama
This year we had three pupils in our Advanced Higher class; Megan
Galloway, Sophia Forman and Sarah Mitchell. These talented actors
gave a powerful performance a 30 minute extract from the intense
play “The Pillowman” written by Martin McDonagh who also wrote
and directed the Oscar winning “Three Billboards Outside Ebbing,
Missour”. On top of this, all three actors are expected to perform a
three minute monologue of their choice; all of which were
emotional and tugging at the examiners heartstrings.
This was the last Drama exam these pupils sat at Aboyne Academy as they are destined to progress with their chosen
paths. We, in the Performing Arts Faculty, thank them for all their hard work over the years. We will miss them dearly but
wish them the best of luck for the future.
Miss Barron
PT Performing Arts
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Music News
Allachburn Nursing Home
On the 15th May one of our S3 classes enjoyed a trip to Allachburn Nursing Home. It was a fantastic afternoon of
music and the audience enjoyed a wide variety of styles from ‘Stranger on the Shore’ to ‘Greatest Showman’. This
was very well received by all and was a great opportunity for some valuable performing experience. The pupils were
a credit to the school and played really well. Hopefully something we can repeat in the near future. It was one of the
hottest days in May too, so the unexpected trip to the shop for an ice cream afterwards was well received! Well
done S3 for organising!
Music Exam Success
Another busy year of Music Exams for a number of pupils. Well done to the following pupils. (NB – Please keep us
up-to-date if you have sat Music exams so we can recognise your hard work and effort)
Lucy Meiklejohn – Violin Grade 2 – Merit
Carmen Euguireun – Violin Grade 2 – Distinction
Aila Ronald – Violin Grade 2 – Merit
Dylan Atkinson – Violin Grade 3 – Merit
Mhairi Welsh – Violin Grade 5 – Pass
Cluan Mardall - Violin Grade 5 - Merit
Claire Amey – Clarsach Grade 2 – Distinction
Katie Bannister – Classical Voice Grade 3 – Merit
Ross Smith – Saxophone Grade 6 – Pass
Matthew Ellington – Drumkit Grade 3 – Merit
Andrea Yeats – Piping Exam Level 4 – A

Douglas Foy – Violin Grade 2 – Distinction
Ben Geddes – Violin Grade 2 – Merit
Freya Davidson – Violin Grade 2 - Pass
Logan Brown – Violin Grade 3 – Merit
Hannah Smart – Violin Grade 5 – Merit
Callum Geddes – Violin Grade 5 – Distinction
Ruaridh Yates – Electric Guitar Grade 1 – Merit
Tilly Storey – Cello Grade 4 – Merit
Adam Thorne – Drumkit Grade 5 – Pass
Eilidh McGregor – Piping Exam Level 4 – A
Stuart Paterson – Piping Exam Level 4 – A

The following pupils have sat exams in the last few weeks but don’t know their result yet. Keep us posted!
Callum Geddes – Piano Grade 8
Thomas Hill – Clarinet Grade 3
Ellie Stephen – Guitar Grade 3
Eilidh Longino – Guitar Grade 5
Elizabeth Batchelor – Piano Grade 3
Jessica Batchelor – Piano Grade 2
Maia Ferguson - Piano Grade 6
Innes Ramsay - Guitar Grade 3
Laura Anderson - Piano Grade 3
Traditional Music Success
A number of pupils have been greatly involved in Traditional Music Festivals throughout this year. It has been a busy
time for them travelling all across Scotland and difficult to keep track of their many successes. Please see some of
their fantastic results below. (NB please keep us posted so we can recognise all your hard work and effort)
Andrea Yeats (S2)
•Accordion - Banchory Strathspey and Reel Competition (2nd)
•Pipes – Corgarff Games – 16 + U March (1st), 16 + U Slow Air(1st), Chanter(1st)
Andrea also had success in the next group up. 17 + Over Open Jig (3rd) and 17 + Over Open 6/8 March (3rd)
Rhiann Matthew (S2)
•Fiddle – Banchory Festival – MSR (3rd), Slow Air (1st), Junior Duet (2nd), Group (1st)
•Fiddle – Elgin Festival – MSR (2nd), Secondary School Duet (1st), Senior Ensemble (1st)
•Fiddle – Oban Festival – MSR (1st), Slow Air (2nd)
•Fiddle – Keith Festival – Group (1st) and Overall Junior Winner. Rhiann was also a guest performer with the
group,
Mayfield.
Rhiann also recently performed at an RNLI concert and has been asked to be a guest performer at both Portsoy and
Stonehaven Folk Festivals.
Jemma Christie (S2)
•Fiddle – Elgin Festival – 1st (Duet)
•Fiddle – Banchory Festival – 2nd (Duet), Junior Group (1st)
•Fiddle – TMSA Festival – MSR (2nd)
•Fiddle – Group (1st)
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Congratulations also go to the following pupils who also played in the Junior group at Banchory festival this year
and came 1st - Ella Daniels (S2), Hannah Smart (S3) and Iona Cruickshank (S4). An extra mention to Iona for also
coming 1st with her family band. Well Done!
Robert Burns World Federation NES
Jemma and Rhiann also attended the above festival this year for the first time. The event was postponed due to
bad weather but the girls managed along in April to Meldrum Academy and played to a very high standard, receiving
excellent feedback from the judges. Rhiann managed to attend the National Final and received a ‘Certificate of
Achievement’ for Excellence in the Instrumental section. This event will take place next year on March 9th In
Portlethen Academy. It would be good to see more participants from Aboyne Academy going along so pop it in the
diary!

Grease is the word!
‘Drama club have put the wheels in motion for next session’s electrifying production of ‘Grease’ in October 2018.
It’s a hot Californian summer when two love birds, Danny and Sandy, fall in love at first sight. When Danny’s Tbirds and Rizzo’s Pink Ladies clash on their stomping ground of ol’ Rydell its sure to be a rockin’ an’ rollin’ delight.
With curtains up in a matter of weeks upon our return after summer there’s no time to waste to get the show on
the road. With a wonderful and dedicated cast and crew you’ll be in for a treat. Tickets on sale after the summer
holidays so watch this space. Don’t miss out!’

Below is a selection of photographs from the Drama exams
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SCIENCE
S1 Race for the Line competition
This year all of the S1 pupils at Aboyne Academy took part in the
competition Race for the line which is a competition for all schools in
the UK. The aim of the competition was to design and build a car out
of foam which would be powered by a rocket. For the first stage of
the competition we raced our cars against all of the other groups at
the school and Soldiers from the Army base Redford Barracks came
to launch the rockets and judge the competition. The top three teams who were the Aero Dynamites, the Jelly Belly
Belly Beans and the Rocket Stars got to go through to the next stage which was the Scottish final at Redford Barracks
in Edinburgh where we got to compete against schools from across Scotland. As well as taking part in the
competition we also got to learn about some of the weapons and vehicles used by the Army, how to use a hoover to
launch projectiles and we got to have a race on an inflatable obstacle course. After lunch which was a 24hour ration
box, we made new cars to race based on the design of our old cars. We got to see our car being launched but we are
still waiting to hear the results.
I would like to say a massive thank you to Mrs Dair for organising it
and for giving us such a great day out and thank you to Dr Holden for
driving us there and back.
Kacey Marshalsey, 2L2

Art, Design & Technology
The BIG Weekend Art Competition held by the Cairngorms National park encouraged entries from nursery through
to secondary schools in all schools in the surrounding area of the Cairngorms National Park. Pupils were encouraged
to make their own art works showcasing what they love about the mountains and the area of the National Park. It
drew more than 250 entries from 18 schools across the Cairngorms National Park, which includes parts of Perthshire
and Aberdeenshire. The head judge Celia Forestal Smith described the range of entries as "incredible".
Aboyne Academy’s Hannah Smart (3C2) won the competition in the high school category with her depiction of a
bothy in college with tweed.
Hannah commented: “I decided to make a collage of a bothy because I love small cosy spaces in the mountains. I
used tweed because it is a Scottish material and gives the collage a nice texture.”
Congratulations to Hannah on her winning entry!
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BUSINESS EDUCATION
Winning team to attend prestigious YPI event

In May 2018, teams of Aboyne Academy S2 pupils competed against one another to win £3000 for a local
charity of their choice through the active citizenship programme, Youth and Philanthropy Initiative (YPI). YPI,
which is principally funded and managed in Scotland by the Wood Foundation, contributed £2500 towards the
total grant with Aboyne Academy providing the remaining £500.
Through a unique programme of team work, research and competition, YPI Scotland is all about creativity,
passion and supporting issues young people care most about. It is a curricular-based programme, delivered by
the Business Education faculty, designed to develop the next generation of responsible citizens and effective
contributors which will develop the skills and confidence of the young people of Aboyne Academy. This is done
through a real life, hands on experience of philanthropy whilst raising awareness of social issues and the work
of local charities.
The YPI Final event took place at Aboyne Academy and was independently judged by members of the school’s
senior leadership team, business partners and members of the local community. It was a highly uplifting and
enjoyable morning and after a very stringent judging process, and an even more difficult decision-making
process, the winning team was announced to the school.
The winning team this year was Frey Evans, Ewan Musgrave, Andrea Yeats and Leah Gauld who managed to
secure the funds for Forget Me Not, a local charity based in Banchory which provides invaluable support to
those living with and caring for people with dementia.
The team have been invited to attend the celebrated YPI annual event at the Perth Concert Hall in Perth on
Wednesday 20 June 2018 along with winning teams, teachers and charity representatives from around
Scotland. This year's event will be the biggest yet as YPI Scotland not only celebrates its 10th anniversary but all
that has been achieved through YPI during the 2017/18 academic year, as well as getting involved in Scotland's
Year of Young People 2018.
In recent years Aboyne Academy has taken part in YPI to raise £3000 for each of the following local charities:
Forget Me Not, Tarland First Responders, Horseback UK, Crathie Opportunity Holidays, All Shapes & Sizes and
Braemar Mountain Rescue.

15

Room 7 Monymusk Trip
On

23rd

&

24th

May, we went to Monymusk for our Room 7 Residential trip.

On the first day, we climbed Millstone Hill the weather was nice and hot. It was not a very steep hill. When we got to
the top, the view was beautiful. We had our lunch at the top.
We went back to where we were staying and set up our tents, it was a little bit hard but we managed. Then we
started to make our dinner on the camping stoves, we made pasta with sausages. We all helped to tidy up and wash
up.
We had some free time and played outside then had hot chocolate before going to sleep in our tents.
The next day, we made our breakfast on the camping stoves and made our packed lunches. We packed up our tents
and got on the bus to go and visit Craigievar Castle but the man didn’t turn up- he forgot! So we had a walk around
the castle grounds instead and had our packed lunch before coming back to school for the end of the day.
I really enjoyed the trip I liked camping for the first time with Room 7.
Sarah Tocher
Some comments from the other pupils:
Robert: it was hard to sleep in the tents we cooked on a camping stoves me and Brandon made the food .
Craig: We played outside and the football got lodged in a tree and it took forever to get down. We walking up
millstone hill it was painful!
Brodie: We went to Craigievar castle on the woodland walk. I fell over and hurt my knee. It was great. Next time we
go: no sore legs!
Mickey: I slept in a tent with Craig but it wasn't comfortable. The trip was the best.
Emily: We did our cooking on camping stoves. We cooked sausages, pasta and sweet corn. We slept outside in
tents. I slept with the girls in the same tent .The tent was massive.
Iona: We went for a walk up Millstone Hill it was easy to climb . The view was very nice.
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Activity Days
The English Faculty asked their pupils to write about the activity days which took place in May. Read all about their
adventures on the following pages:
Arting about
On the first day in the morning we got to choose any materials
and make whatever we wanted and then after break a lady came
in a taught us how to bead and we made two bracelets.
The second day we started of the same by doing whatever we
wanted in the morning but then after break again and different
lady came in and we got to paint ceramics.
Finally the last day we had a free choose to do whatever all day
and it was ok and then at the end of the day we went to get ice
cream and I choose to have chocolate, it was very nice!
During the activity we all gained lots of new skills and has help
me to be more precise when making art. Overall I was happy
that I chose it!
Culture, Cakes and Collages
On the first day, we all got to know the people that were going
to be helping during the three days. On the first day we all found
out what colour group we were too do with seasons, there was
spring, summer, autumn, and winter, all to do with your skin and
hair. Then after lunch we did some cooking and we all made a
potato fry. It was very spicy but very nice.
On the second day, we made collages. We made the collages
based on our personalities, out of magazine pictures. Mine was
quite weird and funny, some of them were out up on the walls.
After lunch, we went to park and we got to do whatever we
wanted, it was great fun.
On the third day, we did some baking for the whole day, and we baked cakes and got to decorate them. We could
choose whatever theme we liked. The theme that I chose was Harry Potter. The cake was really delicious.
I think that my cooking and baking skills have improved a lot from choosing this activity, and I now really enjoy baking
and bake more than I used to. The quality of the things that I make is now much better. Overall I really enjoyed it and I
am happy that I chose it.
Board Games
I think board games for the activity days were a great idea as those
that didn’t like any of the others or got home sick could go to the
board games which was free. Mr Whyte was a lot of fun looking
over us and got involved in the board games with us. We got a few
visitors from room seven to join us and we all had a good time. We
all had a blast and I baked some brownies for people there. They
all said they were delicious and I got a lot of praise for them. I
would do it again and I think I speak for my friends when I say that
too. I think that the school should carry on doing these board
games as I think others should experience them. They sound lowkey but they were a good opportunity to relax and bond with people at school, using our brains at the same time!
Kingsley Galloway
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Climbing
For the activity days I did climbing. On the first day we went to Transition Extreme in Aberdeen. First we went into a
room to get our helmets, harnesses and shoes then we went into the room where all the climbing walls were. Two
of us climbed at a time and two people belayed them which is where you keep the rope tight for the person who is
climbing so they don’t hit the ground if they fall. After this we had lunch then we did a rope course.
On the second day we climbed Lochnagar. We had lunch looking over the loch then we climbed to the top. Although
it was sunny it was very windy at the top but we a very nice view. It was tiring but very fun and satisfying at the top.
On the final day we went to the Pass of Ballater to do some outdoor rock climbing. We walked up and then abseiled
down a bit and climbed back up. Overall I really enjoyed the climbing on the activity days and would definitely like to
do it again.
Iona Kellas
Edinburgh
Edinburgh Activity Days were really good. There were a lot of different day trips that suited everyone. It was good
value for all the things that we got to do.
The journey there was fun as it wasn’t too long because we stopped at Deep Sea World on the way. The
accommodation was good because it had a pool table and it was spacious.
The highlights of the trip were Edinburgh Zoo and Edinburgh Dungeons. Edinburgh Zoo was really fun as there were
a lot of different species of animals, and Edinburgh Dungeons was scary but entertaining. The Edinburgh Playhouse
show, Wicked, was really funny and interesting to watch. The trip was great value for money and we thoroughly
enjoyed it all.
Poppy Yates
Extreme in the Outdoors – Activity Days
Extreme in the outdoors was amazing!! There were 3 days jam-packed with fun activities. Everyone thoroughly
enjoyed it and it was a great experience.
Day 1: On the first day we went to Zip-Trek in Alvie Estate, Aviemore. It was quite a long journey, although there
was a great atmosphere because everyone was so excited. When we arrived we put on all our equipment and got
split into 2 groups. After a quick walk up the hill we arrived at the first zip wire. We got a quick demonstration from
the leaders and before we knew it we were flying through the air among trees and over rushing rivers. There were
14 zip wires and the last one was 550 metres long and we travelled at 30mph!!!! We walked back, had a bite to eat
and loaded back on to the bus. We both found the first activity a great experience and we had never done
something quite like this before.
Day 2: On the second day we went to Fox-Lake water sports centre. When we arrived it wasn’t what we were
expecting! The weather wasn’t the nicest but that didn’t take away the amount of excitement that came with us. We
soon got kitted up and split into three groups, our group went wakeboarding first. It was a very different experience
but was so much fun. Next we did a quick session of ringo which was so exhilarating!! We then made a quick
transition onto paddle boarding. It was a lot of fun and there was a lot of laughing when we pushed each other in.
We especially loved when we got a Dominoes pizza as a treat.
Day 3: On the third and final day we set off on a shorter journey to the local Knockburn Loch. The main activity was
paddle boarding but pushing everyone in seemed to be an extra activity! There were three mini activities, balance,
technique and Mega Sup-Board. Our favourite one was the Mega Sup-Board because it became a giant diving board
and a wrestling ring!! Much to our delight we arrived back in time for our school buses home. This meant that we
got home early and got a rest after three fun-filled days!
Freya Davidson and Morgan Strachan
18

Foxlake Dundee
When we were at Foxlake Dundee we did three different activities. We took the
bus to Foxlake and it took about an hour and forty five minutes. We got our gear
on and then got split into three groups. We basically got straight into it. First we
did wake-boarding and another one of the groups did paddle-boarding whilst the
last group was doing Ringo.
Wake boarding was basically snowboarding on water. It was easier than we
thought it would be.
Ringo was really fun because we were all on one big inflatable ring. It went quite
fast and we got told to swap places whist it was moving.
Whilst we were paddle boarding, half of us were on single boards and the rest of
us were on the big one. Paddle boarding was really good and we got a Dominos
after all our activities!!
We got home at about 5 o’clock but it was a really good day!
Charlotte Petrie and Annabel Tosh

Metalwork
The metalwork in school activity started at the normal school time and in the
metalwork department. We had a few different tasks to create. The first was
to make a metal coat hanger which we did by putting a square rod of metal in
a hot furnace; then using the anvil and hammer to flatten it out. We had to be
quick because the metal cooled down quickly! Once everyone had done that
we had to heat it up again so we could put in a twist in the top for decoration.
We then had to repeat this process again so that we could make two; these
would eventually be our coat hooks. We then had to make the backs for the
hanger so that we could stick it to the wall; Mr Ball gave us a strip of metal
which we then had to file down the edges of.
Our next task was to continue to make the hooks more practical by bending them into a ‘U’ shape. This was done by
once more heating up the metal in the furnace and then using the curvy end of the anvil to bend it round into a nice
curve. We then had to spot weld the hooks to the backing. This was difficult because sometimes the spot welding
didn’t work and each time we had to wait for the welder to cool down; but eventually everyone's got done. We then
painted them with a colour of our choice; then left them to dry outside in the sun.
We then made a night light. We got four pieces of wood which we then cut out so they would fit together; we then
glued them together so they stayed as a wooden square. Now we had to weld them. The circuitry was difficult to put
together and some didn’t work. We then put a piece of transparent plastic upright in the box with the circuitry and
light shining up. It gives a shiny feel and can turn on and off.
We just had time to finish and then the bell rang and we all went home. It was great to do something different but
using the equipment in school.

Paintballing
The Paintballing trip on the Aboyne Academy Activity Days was a fun and successful one, sources say. On the first
day the pupils where locked in a room and had to solve complex puzzles to escape. This was based in Aberdeen. The
next day (Thursday) the pupils did the “main” task of the days – paintballing. It was a definite favourite for pupils out
of the three days. The third day included two activities – Bubble football and laser tag. The bubble football was a
winner over laser tag, which was described as “extremely cringe-worthy” and “all round bad”. The bubble football
was great fun and good for the pupils to release their energy through knocking each other over. The whole
experience was said to be really fun, and a majority of pupils would come back to do the same thing next year.
Jozef Pawlukiewicz
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House Hills
The House Hills Challenge was one of the activities for the activity days and, as the name suggests, the participants
had to hike up the three house hills and cycle from one to the other.
The first day was Lochnagar. We were dropped off at the parking lot before cycling a short distance to where we
locked up our bikes and started the difficult yet stunning hike that totalled at 19.8 kilometres of walking - a nice tea
party courtesy of Ewan, Joel and Douglas waiting for us at the top (yes, really – they carried the full table, stove,
kettle, water and enough cups for ten of us) - with 825 meters of climb and a 14 kilometre cycle.
Once in Ballater we enjoyed a delicious ice cream at Shorty’s and stayed overnight at the welcoming and
comfortable Ballater Hostel which we shared with other cyclists who had come over the Cairngorms doing Land’s
End – John O’ Groats (maybe next year’s adventure?!). Leaving Ballater behind, the following morning we set off for
Morven which offered a steep and rocky cycle of 15 kilometres as well as an 8 kilometre, tricky hike through heather
and boulders to the top. The cycle back down was equally tricky and even more daunting as we braved the sharp
turns and sandy tracks. Once we reached the road it was a simple and scenic cycle back to the Academy, the cycle
back totalling at 17.5 kilometres, (an adder being nearly run over by us adding to the experience). The grand total for
the day was 854 meters of climb and 32.5 kilometres of cycling.
The second night we stayed in the Academy, going to the village to have dinner at delicious Dinnie’s Fish and Chips.
The school wasn’t the comfiest place to stay the night, especially after the heat of the day, but the accommodations
were otherwise good. In the morning after a healthy breakfast (disappointingly not a buffet or Full Scottish) we
packed all of our things into the van for our final day and headed for Clachnaben. It was a 26 kilometre cycle to our
destination where we hid our bikes amongst the thickets and hiked up our final House Hill, walking 11 kilometres
through green forests and rolling hills of heather. At the top of the 875 metre climb we celebrated our success,
unfortunately there was no tea party laid out for us this time,
but you have to give the boys credit for doing it at least once
considering how much they had to carry (and Euan had stashed
refreshments of juice and homemade brownies earlier on in
the route…).
Although we enjoyed the trip, it was time for us to leave the
House Hills behind and head back home for the weekend,
catching up on some much deserved relaxation and rest. So we
said our goodbyes and departed with a sense of achievement
and a fond memory.
Charlotte Reynolds

Sport in school
For activity days I chose sports in school. We got a choice of what sports we could do, some of them were: football,
tennis, badminton, softball, table tennis, basketball, and we got to go to the gym. It was good because some of the
sports were inside and some of them were outside so if you got too hot you could go inside. We also got to go to
room 9 when we were tired and go on the computer. We didn’t have to all do the same sports so if some people
wanted to do football the other people that didn’t want to do football could choose another sport. It was nice to
have 3 days with no lessons and doing activities with people I wouldn’t normally have lessons with.
Anna Ross 3M1
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STEM London
TRAVEL– Our travel to London consists of a six-hour train. We all arrived at Stonehaven Train Station at 7:45 am and our train left at
8:20.
We were all extremely excited as we waited for our train to arrive, but I know I definitely felt some nerves of travelling away on my
own. All of my worrying disappeared as the train started moving and our carriage was now buzzing with excitement.
Clambering through the train station with our suitcases was exciting and we arrived at our hotel after five stops on the tube.
NIGHT 1- We arrived at the Ibis Hotel where we were staying and were given room cards and were told the plans for the evening. We
were then given 45 minutes to get changed into our evening attire and unpack. We had a dinner at a restaurant near the Cambridge
Theatre on Earlham Street. After dinner we made our way to the theatre where we were going to see Matilda the Musical.
As we arrived at the theatre, we were all so excited to see a Westend production. We were given opportunities to buy programmes
and snacks before the show had started. The show was an absolutely amazing experience and the cast and the soundtrack was
amazing!
DAY 2 -The next morning most of us followed the breakfast arrangements and we were downstairs for 7:55. Some of the boys didn’t
make it until 8:10!
We had a full day of activities ahead. First, we got the train to Bletchley Park. It was really cool to try different code breaking activities
that people used in the same location during the Second World War. We learned many things that day, including setting passwords on
our devices correctly and finding out about the history behind the codes sent during WW2. We had a nice lunch after that and
explored the grounds. We also managed to find a record of Murray’s great grandfather, Sydney Brazier for his service at Bletchley
Park during those years.
We then poured into the gift shop and bought souvenirs for ourselves and our folks at home. After arriving back at the hotel we were
given time for a quick rest. Then, we were out again for an adventure! We went on the Emirates Airline cable cars across the Thames
to the O2. I will never forget how high Mr Lindsay jumped in the cable car as Murray pointed out a nearby plane! Following that, we
ate at Nando’s in the O2 and took some photos for the school Twitter pages. Reluctantly, we then called it a night and headed back to
the hotel.
DAY 3 - We had a lovely breakfast and headed out to the Underground. We went for a long walk and then arrived at the Royal
Observatory. It was very interesting to see all the different displays inside there even if we only used them for photo opportunities!
We then got to stand over the Greenwich Meridian which was pretty cool! During our time remaining at the Royal Observatory me
and my friends met some lovely ladies who wanted to take pictures with us!
It started with three of them who only wanted a picture each, but then they obviously had friends who also, for some reason, wanted
photos with us. We counted 15 and more people in the end. It felt like we were famous!
Later on that day we went to the Cutty Sark which was the world’s fastest boat about a hundred years ago. Now, it is a museum and it
was really exciting to explore. We then were back in another gift shop to spend some of our money.
After the Cutty Sark we went on the River Cruise on the Thames and even though it can’t compare to the Dee it was still so fun! After
we got off the boat we went over to Tower Bridge. We walked over the glass floor inside of Tower Bridge which was definitely testing
our fears!
Later that night we went out for a Pizza Express and explored some of London’s most famous landmarks. We also came across a
hilarious street performer which both made us laugh, cry (with laughter) and feel extremely scared with his stunts. We then saw
Buckingham Palace at night which was gorgeous in the lighting. The day had gone so quickly as yet again it was back on the tube to
the hotel for a night of rest.
DAY 4 - In the morning we were given more time before breakfast to pack our suitcases as we would be leaving later on in the day.
We ran around the corner to the shop in the pouring rain, but for some reason the weather made it really fun! We were then back on
the Underground for our last activity. It definitely wasn’t the most pleasant situation dragging a suitcase through the tube station in
25 degrees, especially when nobody seemed willing to give you a seat on the tube.
Our spirits were raised when we arrived at the National Science Museum (waited for by Mr Kinnear and Mr Lindsay). The science
museum gave us lots of information about science. Well it is a science museum! It was really fun and we learned lots about transport,
space and our own bodies.
After some time had passed, it was time to enter the train station. As we got onto the train, we were all filled with sadness as we had
such a good time in London, and now we were leaving. The train journey was long, but the appearance of an unwanted hen party
from Edinburgh made it seem three hours longer. Having to sit with them from Edinburgh to Dundee was not enjoyable. We heard
many songs by Bruno Mars which they sang in the wrong key. We were all happy to wave goodbye to them at Dundee.
Arriving home at Stonehaven we had to say goodbye to the new friends we had made on our trip, which was sad, but we were also
reunited with our families again.
CONCLUSION OF LONDON - London was absolutely amazing and I don’t think I would change anything about it (apart from the hen
party). It was really great to meet new friends and explore a place which is as incredible as London!
My favourite part of the trip personally was Matilda and the cruise to Tower Bridge. As I love performing, Matilda was such an
inspiration for me to see the show come together. The river cruise was really fun and seeing the sights was incredible. Tower Bridge
and the walk over the glass floor was really fun!
London was amazing and made my activity days are now some of the best days I’ve ever experienced.
A big thanks to Mrs Lindsay for organising such an amazing trip!
Amelie Drewitt
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Manchester Football Trip 2018
Once the booklet was given out to all the S1 and 2 pupils it was an easy choice for many pupils of which activity they
were going to choose – the Manchester football trip sounded like a great option. We thought that it would be a
great opportunity for us to see some of the most famous stadiums and train in the best training facilities in Britain.
The only downside was the cost, but as everyone thought after it was definitely worth it.
The bus was an early start as we had to leave from the school bus bay at 6.30am. Then we set of for an eight hour
bus journey to Liverpool, only stopping twice in Laurencekirk and Gretna. As we arrived in Liverpool we got a tour of
the famous Anfield Stadium, seeing their museum, changing rooms, pitch, press room and many other things.
The next day we went to the Etihad training campus. The training was awesome and everyone loved it. After the afternoon training session we went over to the Etihad stadium and had another brilliant tour. Then we visited the Trafford Centre in the afternoon for some retail therapy (not that we needed it!) which was huge and also was an
amazing experience
On the second day in Manchester we did more training. Afterwards we visited the Manchester United superstore.
Then once everyone was ready we headed back to the hotel and prepared for the game against Egerton FC. When
we arrived we were split up into two different teams of mixed ability. Once our opponents arrived we got ready and
headed out. The final score for the yellow team was 9-1 to the Egerton but it was a close match in the second half.
The Blue team were playing another team who were less experienced. The final score for the blue team was 3-3 and
put in a great comeback in the second half.
The next day, we got another training session and we also got given lunch from the Man City chefs. We then gave a
big thank you to the team and got back on the bus for long, tiring journey home. With a stop at Gretna the time soon
passed and we were back at the bus bay for 9:15 pm.
Overall it was a great trip; a great experience and definitely worth the price. Everyone that went had a brilliant time
and won’t forget it.
Sam Nunn, Struan Milne, Hamish Smart and Coll Smith
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S2’s trip to the Aberdeen University
This year, 2018, S2 was lucky enough to have a school outing to Aberdeen University. We set off to the
university to attend the Hydrographic Society of Scotland Schools Lecture.
As the school bus pulled into the University car park we were all intrigued to the exciting day ahead. We
entered the big and busy theatre at roughly 10:30am. The theatre was packed with other schools, all to
see this special event. We were all seated in our school’s section of the theatre and were greeted by a lady
giving the welcoming speech.
We learned about the wind turbines underwater and life on an oil rig. We learned about wells underwater
and the surveyors that work in front of dozens of screens surveying the wells and digging.
Another interesting thing about the talks that were presented that one of the presenters was a woman.
Jobs in the oil industry are sometimes known as jobs for men. It was very inspiring to see a woman do this
job and hear about her journey to get there.
We were also given numerous opportunities to ask questions to win prizes and the best question would
win. The prizes were usually a family pass to the Aberdeen swimming pool and a family day out to Macduff
Aquarium. Later on during the presentations, we nominated a person to represent our school in a
simulator video game. From Aboyne Academy we nominated Thomas Lafferty, who went up against two
students from other schools. This video game was an ROV simulator and having to sit in the room with
hundreds of boys obsessed with video games, this situation was getting tense.
To play the game you guide the ROV through the reef and towards the finish line. People in this industry
use the ROVs to measure where to place a well. And Thomas, who was representing us did us proud by
being the overall winner of the ROV simulator challenge.
Afterwards we were escorted out of the theatre and outside to the picnic benches to eat lunch. (thank
goodness that it was a sunny day). After we finished up with lunch we made our way back on the bus and
back to Aboyne.
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Aberdeenshire Council Pedometer Challenge
Aboyne Academy staff competed against each other and other teams across the whole Shire in an Aberdeenshire
Council Pedometer Challenge running for 6 weeks from 30 April to 10th June. 4 teams from Aboyne Academy took
part in the Activity challenge where members counted their steps and also converted various fitness activities into a
number of steps and 1 team took part in the Walking Challenge where all members counted their steps. Every team
that took part did a minimum of 1 million steps, wow! Out of 72 teams, all 4 teams from Aboyne Academy were in
the top tier of the Activity Challenge leaderboard at the end of the 6 weeks with the PE team ‘DESKS’ (Dermid
Arthur, Ellen Leslie, Scott Birse, Kirsty Sherrington and Shona Park) coming in an amazing first place overall. ‘AA
Room 7’ team comprising of Sheila Forbes, Joss Marshall, Marijke Ross, Elaine Fyvie and Claire Cameron came a very
close second. The third Aboyne Academy team who finished strong in 7th position were ’Die Lard’ a team made up
of our English teachers Sarah Gray, Deborah Dallas, Debbie Mercer, Sally Pease and Corinne Ross. The fourth
Aboyne team ‘Techs-a-go-go’ finishing in a very respectable 12th place were our technicians, technical assistants and
technical teacher Nicola Topping, Sandra Christie, Jackie Cooper, Fiona Brown, Angela Thorne and Briony Russell.
The Pretty Awesome Performing Arts team made up of Fiona Johnston, Lisa Barron, Sara Bell, Fern Lindsay and
Lindsey Leaf finished in 9th place in the second tier of the Walking Challenge leaderboard, in 24th place out of 74
teams. This challenge motivated us all to get out and about in gorgeous Royal Deeside and beyond (getting fiercely
competitive with each other and ourselves!) taking part in such wide-ranging activities as Kilt-walking, Moonwalking, Open-water swimming, pool swimming, cycling (the Lecht!) tennis, gardening, aerobics, and the even odd
triathlon and duathlon, not to mention walking miles and miles. Massive well done to everyone involved.

ACTIVE SCHOOLS NEWS
Academy Running Club
The running club has been going form strength to strength with 28 regular pupils attending. This term we had the
pleasure to meet a local hero, Robbie Simpson, who won bronze in the Marathon event at the Commonwealth Games
this year. Robbie came out to do and question and answer session with the Academy and Primary running clubs, to
give some top tips then came for a run with the club. The pupils also performed well at Albyn Championships this year
with many individual medals and team trophies which was great, as well as some good results at Run Balmoral. Well
done to all and a huge thank to you our coaches from Deeside Runners for another successful year.

Academy Mountian Biking Sessions
This term we have introduced mountain biking session afterschool for academy pupils. This has been slow to get going
but now we have a good group of 6 pupils going out on a regular basis which is great to see. Chris Roper from Ride In
Peace Adventures has also provided sessions for Academy pupils through CLD which has encouraged pupils to consider
the benefits of outdoor activities. Chris will be running summer camps for Academy pupils so if you are interested
please see our website or facebook page for more details.

Aberdeenshire Health and Wellbeing Festival
Active Schools got involved with the health and wellbeing festival this year by providing Yoga tasters for senior pupils
during exams and a fun day at school with the Smoothie Bike. The smoothie bike was a great success for pupils and
staff and enabled children to have a go making their own smoothies and cycling to blend up the fruit, combining
exercise with healthy eating. We made 200 smoothies throughout the day, event he janitors and dinner ladies got
involved. A huge thank you to the Co-op for donating all the fruit.
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Academy Hockey Club
The hockey club has had a great year with a huge increase in participation, now
with 44 seniors and 35 juniors, it is the biggest sports club in the school. We have
played several matches this year against Alford, Banchory, with one highlight
being the girl’s game against Albyn in March where our seniors won their games
which was a great result. This success is down to the hard work and commitment
of coach Mr Lindsay who provides great enthusiasm and work ethic to the team.
We hope to have some more volunteers to support Mr Lindsay next year to
further develop the hockey teams success.

Disability Awareness Day
Active Schools would like to thank Alison Shaw from Grampian Disability Sport and Sarah Hawken from Grampian
Flyers for their support with the Disability Awareness Day at Aboyne Academy. Pupils and teachers had a great time
trying Boccia, Goal Ball and Wheelchair basketball. The focus of the day was to raise awareness of disability sport on
offer and to enable pupils to try different sports. It was also great to have former pupil, Rory Geddes, along from
Grampian Flyers who has also now been selected for Scotland under 19 squad for Wheelchair Basketball. Well done
Rory!

Academy Netball Club
The netball club have had a great year with strong senior and junior teams. They have competed against Alford, and
Banchory this year. The S1 team also attended the Aberdeenshire S1 festival in Aberdeen to take part with S1’s from
around Aberdeenshire in a festival which was a great experience for them all. We have had great coaching for our
Juniors from Mhairi Welsh and Lily Croll. Sadly Mhairi is leaving us this year to go off on a gap year before heading on
to further study. We would like to thank you for all your commitment to the team over the years as a player and as a
coach/umpire, and wish you all the best.
Volunteers and Leadership
Active Schools are very grateful for all the volunteers who give up their time to improve sporting opportunities in the
area. This year we have seen a good increase in Academy pupils volunteering as part of their Duke of Edinburgh or as
part of their Saltire Award. In total across the network we have 53 volunteers, 11 of which are senior pupils. However,
there are also another 5 pupils who come along to help out at sessions to gain experience which is great to see. Active
Schools provide CPD throughout the year in the form of skills courses such as SFA level 1, Introduction to Orienteering,
Foundation Shinty Coaching, Netball Leaders, Hockey Leaders, Badminton Basics as well as First Aid, Safeguarding
Children and Positive Coaching Scotland courses.
Thank you to everyone for your involvement with Active Schools this year.

Like us at Facebook: www.facebook.com/activeschoolsaberdeenshiresouth/

Or contact Shona Park, 07747843350 or shona.park@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
For more information on Active Schools visit: www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/activeschools
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ABOYNE ACADEMY
IMPORTANT DATES SESSION 2018-2019
August 2018
20
In-service Day (School starts for Staff)
21
Start of Term for Pupils

Late news just in…………..
“Our S3 Modern Languages for Life and Work
classes have been studying the topic of food and
drink in French. Yesterday in class our classroom
became a restaurant where waiters and waitresses
welcomed, seated, and served their customers
who ordered drinks, starters, main courses and
desserts in French. “Excusez-moi, je voudrais de la
soupe à l’oignon, s’il vous plait.” We also tried
croissants, pain au chocolat, and Rosa Hutcheon
brought some of her dad’s famous Balmoral bread
and beautiful butteries for the class to try. C’est
délicieux! Well done to all our S3 linguists for their
excellent effort in class this term. Bravo et bonnes
vacances!

October
12
End of Term
29
Start of Term
November
12
In-service Day
13
In-service Day
December
21
End of Term
January 2019
7
Start of Term
February
7
Occasional Day Holiday
8
Occasional Day Holiday
11
Mid-Term Holiday
12
In-Service Day
13
In-Service Day
March
29
End of Term
April
15
19

Start of Term
Good Friday Holiday

May
6

May Day Holiday

July
5

End of Term

Aboyne Academy
Contact Information
Aboyne Academy, Bridgeview Road,
Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, AB34 5JN
Tel: 01339 267750
You will then be given 2 options
Option 1 – Pupil Absence
Option 2 – Speak to the School
E-mail: aboyne.aca@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Web: www.aboyneacademy.com
Twitter: @aboyneacad
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