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HorseBack UK benefits from Sponsored Walk
As part of the fundraising outcomes from the recent Sponsored Walk, pupils were keen that the school made a
donation to a local charity. The chosen charity was HorseBack UK who are based very close to the school at Ferrar
between Dinnet and Aboyne. HorseBack UK uses horsemanship to inspire recovery, regain self-esteem and provide a
sense of purpose and community to the wounded, injured and sick of the military
community.
They have also used their experience and expertise in the past to work with school
pupils and over the last few months we have begun to explore ways we might work
together in the future. A group of senior pupils attended some leadership training at
HorseBack earlier in the year. Early next year we plan to have the HorseBack team
deliver a week of assemblies to highlight the work they do and the shared values that
Horseback UK and Aboyne Academy have. We then hope to run a schools programme
with them later in the year. We are looking forward to strengthening our links with
HorseBack UK, exploring ways of working together and continuing to support the
excellent work that they do.
Picture shows Depute Head Teacher Michael Foy handing over a donation to
Horseback UK CEO Jock Hutchison on 13th December.

Ex-pupil Dr Jenna Ross, Slug expert - 2018 RHASS and AHDB
Nuffield Scholar
We were fortunate to have ex-pupil Dr Jenna Ross in school to deliver a very engaging and insightful presentation on
her career in Biology. All N5 and senior biologists had the opportunity to attend. Speaking with the pupils afterwards,
they really enjoyed it and asked some excellent questions.
Jenna Said “After finishing at Aboyne Academy, I gained a first class degree in Forensic science from RGU. I then went
onto work for the Identification Bureau as a Scene of Crime Officer in Aberdeen, before going onto study a PhD in
Environmental Science at the University of Aberdeen (UK), funded by BASF. This focused on improving the production
efficiency of biotechnology products, as well as developing new international retail markets. My PhD took me around
the world, working and living in the USA, South Africa and Europe. On completion of my PhD, I worked as a project
manager for Becker Underwood in London, before going onto work for Bioforsk (now the Norwegian Institute for
Agricultural and Environmental Research) in Norway. From there, I moved to South Africa, firstly working for the
University of the Western Cape looking at bacteria in Antarctica, and then securing a grant through Stellenbosch
University, to work on developing new biocontrol agents in South
Africa. In addition, I collaborated closely with colleagues in East and
West Africa, and spent a year’s secondment working for the
International Institute of Tropical Agriculture in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. I have published over 15 research papers in peer review
journals, and published book chapters. I have also worked as a
freelance scientific journalist, both locally and internationally. I sit on
two boards; Group de Clermont, which is a private investment firm,
and UKAT, which promotes higher education in Tanzania. I have also
studied Leadership and management through the Chartered
Management Institute, and will also graduate with a MBA with
distinction from RGU later this year.”
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HEAD TEACHER MESSAGE
It has been a busy time in Aboyne Academy over the past few months and I am sure you will enjoy reading
about all the activities that our pupils have been involved in.
We were delighted to welcome Mrs L Leaf into the Performing Arts Faculty as a teacher of music in
November and next term Mr K Athanasopoulas will join us as teacher of RME. The school roll has
increased this session and is forecast to increase again and the corridors and canteen are consequently
very busy as they are the only social spaces available. The majority of our pupils are exceptionally wellbehaved, but there are a few that sometimes spoil social times for others by behaving inappropriately and I
would ask for your support in working with us to ensure that the school remains a calm and safe
environment for all.
As the school roll has increased we also need to appoint an additional Guidance Teacher which will ensure
that more time can be spent with pupils who require pastoral support than is currently possible. This will
also mean that from next session, a new House may need to be introduced. From next
term we will consult with pupils, parents and staff to determine the best way forward.
Aberdeenshire Council have elected to have a common platform for hosting their school
websites and you will notice some changes to our website as a result. Our Parent
Council continue to be very active and the minutes of AAPC meetings are available for
everyone to read in the parent section of the website, along with a new school excursion
parent information leaflet.
I hope that you all have a wonderful festive season and look forward to working with you
all in the New Year.
Lorraine Scott

@Twitter
Some of our Faculties have their own twitter accounts which you can follow.
Science is @AboyneScience
The Science Faculty have joined twitter to keep parents, pupils and the local community up to date with what’s
happening in the Labs. Follow us to keep up to date with news, events and achievements of our pupils. We will
give you an insight to some of the experiments and work that happens in the Faculty as well as useful
information and sites to support pupils in the Senior Phase. Keep an eye out for our daily fun Science fact using
#OnThisDayInScience.

Physical Education is @aboynehealthpe
The Aboyne Academy Health faculty have joined twitter to help keep parents, pupils and the local community up
to date with all fixtures/results, achievements, heath related events and all other news that is related to the
faculty. We will provide you with photos, reports and other useful information that will encourage Aboyne
Academy pupils to maintain a physically active and healthy lifestyle. Hope you enjoy!

Performing Arts is @AboyneAcadStars
Music, Drama & Media - Follow us to find out all about what we do!
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Developing the Youth Workforce
The My World of Work Ambassador Programme
The My World of Work Ambassadors have been very busy over the last term. We have been involved on the
promotion of the website and its many functions in assemblies. We have also been focusing on the Skills for Work
that the Scottish Government identifies as being important for all young people.
We have designed a questionnaire that a sample of pupils from S1-S6 will complete for every subject area. We are
hoping to identify the many Skills for Work that are already
being taught in Aboyne Academy and to identify any that need
developed further.
Being a My World of Work Ambassador is a fantastic role to
have in the Academy. We are getting the chance to work
alongside members of staff at the same time as developing
vital employability skills that we can use in the future. We are
also developing our leadership skills that will help us as we
think about life after school.
We have many exciting plans for the coming term – including
working with S1 and S2 pupils in PSE lessons, visiting our
feeder primaries to teach them about the website, speaking to
parents at Parents Evenings and most importantly recruiting
new Ambassadors to join our hard-working team.

DYW - STEM event at Ellon Academy
On the 21st of September, myself and a number of other students participated in a trip to Ellon Academy where the
regional Global Goals and STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) summit was being held. When
we arrived, there were a number of stalls set up advertising the beneficial impacts that they are having in STEM.
The stalls included a number of companies which were developing pioneering designs and projects to help Scotland
move forward in this sector. Specifically, one company was in the process of designing and building wind turbines to
sit off the North Coast of Scotland. They would provide enough electricity to power a household for 24 hours with
one rotation of the blades. This is an amazing evolution in renewable and sustainable resources and will truly propel
Scotland forward. At the stall, they also had a virtual reality headset where one could view the new turbine in 360degree video. Other stalls included a STEM stall where physical engineering problems were presented as games and
students could play against one another.
After looking at the stalls, the speaking event began. There were a number of speakers from different STEM
companies. The key note speaker was Sir Hugh Pennington, a world renowned scientist in the field of microbiology,
and specifically diseases. All the speakers discussed their own work in the STEM field extensively, whilst referencing
personal experiences and how they related to the STEM principles. These include key problems such as providing
fresh water for everyone, solving poverty and providing equality in the workplace, and many more.
It was a very interesting event, and was topped off with a wonderful buffet!! Thank you to Mrs Drewitt for
organising and coming with us to Ellon Academy.
Lucas Touw 6L1
The STEM summit at Ellon Academy was a brilliant initiative to inspire the future workforce. The many great talks
from experts in STEM fields of work were very good for engaging students in the different industries of STEM.
Overall, the summit was very enjoyable and a great opportunity for STEM pupils to learn about their possible future
career choices.
Bob Cain 6L2
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DYW - OGTAP Presentation
On the 13th of December, some of the Senior pupils attended a talk regarding the OGTAP (Oil and Gas Technical
Apprentice Programme) scheme.
It offers the chance to train as apprentice in one of four areas: electrical maintenance, mechanical maintenance,
process operations, and instrumentation and control maintenance. It offers the opportunity to be paid to attend
college and the final two years of the four year programme apprentices work alongside professional in one of
the 17 oil and gas operators and major contractors involved in the scheme.
We listened to lots of information about the skills that apprentices develop over the course. We also watched a
video and had discussions about the lifestyle in the offshore industry as well as a discussion about the financial
rewards. It was extremely interesting to hear about the career progression of many of the most recent
apprentices. It was also interesting to discover an alternative pathway to university.

Firetrail
On the 28th of October, several of the National Travel and Tourism Skills for Work course were invited to
help with the registration of the Illuminator Night Trail Race that was held at Glen Tanar Estate organised
by Firetrail.
The girls were responsible for ensuring that all runners were given the correct registration packs and that
important documents were handed in and more importantly signed. It was a very busy but enjoyable
evening. The girls certainly developed the skills needed when working in customer service that they had
studied in the classroom.
All of the girls gained valuable experience in problem solving, customer service and organisation and thoroughly enjoyed their evening working for Firetrail. We would like to thank all of the staff at Firetrail for
providing our pupils with this fantastic opportunity.
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ENGLISH NEWS
Business Links in the English Faculty
As part of the National 4 & 5 Media courses, students are required to create a piece of print or film media. This year,
most pupils have chosen to create an advert for a local business. One pupil has a particularly keen interest in Anime
and will be producing a storyboard for an Anime T.V series trailer. All have made a great start and we are excited to
see the end results. Some students have already contacted local businesses and so far it is clear to see businesses
are very pleased to be a part of a school project. We positively encourage students to demonstrate responsible
citizenship, take ownership over their learning and make positive links with our community. We are hopeful our
Media students will enjoy this exciting and creative project!
Some classes in S2 and 3 English, inspired by the flurry of Christmas adverts on tv, have opted to create a fantastic
Christmas advert for local businesses, too. Look out for their work when visiting local shops during the festive
period!

Student teachers!
A group of S5 and 6 pupils have been
kindly mentoring S4 Nat 5 English
students to boost confidence and ability
in RUAE (or ‘close reading’ as it used to
be called). They are paired up in order to
work one-to-one with each other and
really develop skills in this area. Early
signs are that the students are doing a
fantastic job of teaching.

Review of ‘
Our Advanced Higher English class was fortunate enough to see an encore of William Shakespeare’s ‘Twelfth
Night’ in the theatre, performed by National Theatre Live. The performance was visually stunning, with the
effective use of set, sound and costumes. The set was especially captivating, as the opening sequence gave the
transition from the prow of a ship to a hospital after the character Viola is separated from her twin brother
Sebastian. Throughout the entire play, the set smoothly transitions cleverly into the wealthy Olivia’s home, to
gardens featuring a functioning fountain, and even into a nightclub including a ‘drag queen’. The depiction of
‘Twelfth Night’ is set in a futuristic Illyria, which is far from the 17th century setting. This can be seen from the
colourful clothing with a modern-twist to it; similar to the 1950’s with an Austin Spitfire car which was actually
driven onstage.
Along with creative set and costume changes, the character Malvolio become the female ‘Malvolia’, and the
sarcastic Feste was switched to a female. This was interesting as this change highlighted the theme of gender
and sexuality further within the play. Seeing this play was incredibly beneficial to our class as we were able to
see ‘Twelfth Night’ come alive. The visually striking aesthetics and attention to humour and theme made the play
overall very effective. We would highly recommend seeing this interpretation of the play and give it 5 stars.
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S1 English: Redesigning Santa!
Mrs Mercer’s S1 English class were working on a project to create a poster to redesign Santa this week. A wide variety
of ideas, suggestions and creative approaches were taken to modernise or preserve the seventy year old image of
Santa Claus, from wearing designer clothes to show off his new trim physique to enjoying a diet of lean, healthy
venison (don’t tell Rudolph!). As a finale to the task Santa himself visited the class on December 21st to view the pupils’
work and discuss options for his image change! We are very grateful to Santa for taking time out of his busy schedule
so close to Christmas to come along. Santa is pictured viewing the S1 designs and chatting to some S5 pupils. Merry
Christmas!

Mr Webb’s Class mock trials
In Mr Webb's English class the S3 pupils have been learning all about justice. They have learnt about the court system,
debated the death penalty and self-assessed their talking and listening skills when discussing a famous trial. To finish
the term, students focused on how language is used in the courtroom during their own mock trials. It soon became
clear that the words used by lawyers and witnesses could mean the difference between freedom and imprisonment
for an individual.

National Theatre Encore performance of ‘Hamlet’.
Thanks to Aboyne Theatre group and David Eastwood, our Higher English class had the opportunity to see the
National Theatre Live Encore performance of ‘Hamlet’ starring Benedict Cumberbatch earlier this term. It was
great to see the play in performance to help us understand what was going on and some of the language Shakespeare used. Hopefully watching this play will benefit us when it comes to writing our critical essays during our
exam. The actors really portrayed the characters well and overall we think the play was one of the best versions
of ‘Hamlet’. Watching the play on the big screen with good speakers was almost as good as seeing it live and
much better than watching it in class. We even got a wee break in the middle!
Written by Lucy, Sasha and Cara

6

POETRY
Some of the S2 English classes have been consolidating their knowledge of poetic forms and techniques and used
the recent snowy weather as inspiration to write their own poems. We hope you enjoy reading them as much as we
enjoyed writing them!

Everything is silent as the snowflakes flutter down
Covering the world in a sparkling blanket, woven by the clouds.
I look up at the starry night, full of hope and wishes,
As I am greeted with the joy of soft, icy kisses

Over the hill the sky is still
but here is a wintery blizzard
the snowflakes twirl and dance about
while I stand quietly and shiver
As they fly in the icy sky
I see them float and tumble
slowly down to the cold ground
where they rest without a grumble

The wind whispers wildly in my ear
As it scatters snow around my feet
And the mountain tops stand proud and tall,
Showing off a beautiful white coat for all to see
Snowflakes dance across the sky
As the wind and birds sing a merry little song.
The warm sun rises from its sleep
And my blanket of snow begins to melt before long
Drip, drip, drip
Icicles weep like a leaking tap
The wonderland slowly disappears
I miss the snow already in fact,
I really can’t wait till next year

The wind drops and the snow stops
and everything lies still
I turn around without a sound
and hear a bird call shrill.
by Ella Daniels 2C1

Silently
Icy aNd bright
clean, cOld, shimmering in the light
flurrying down, Wondrous in the sky
Falling

by Aila Ronald 2C2

by Grace Nicoll 2C2
SNOW
Snow is falling outside
I sit inside and watch it
And make myself a warm creamy hot chocolate
I sit by the fire that’s as cosy as a bosie
I look at the bright, beautiful, bold tree
Whilst I sit on the sofa and watch a classic Christmas movie
The snow falls all day and gets stronger as the morning
turns to noon
The white, dazzling snow comes down hard
But then I see the happy shining sun coming through the
clouds

As summer is falling,
Winter comes calling,
as everything starts to freeze,
the leaves fall off the trees
but it’s not so bad when Christmas lunch is turkey.
by Callum Kellas 2L1

Icicles

As the snow stops I can see the snow glistening in the sun
I put on my hat, coat and salopettes
And go out to start making a snowman

We are little icicles
Melting in the sun.
Can you see out tiny teardrops
Falling one by one?
by Aidan McInally 2C1

by Emma Bruce 2L1
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Winter

The beginning of Winter

When all the geese fly south
And the animals hide away
When the trees shake off their leaves
You know winter is coming.

Trees drenched in a white snow, creeping towards my room,
A sense of coldness, bitterness and loneliness following
close behind

When the wind howls through trees
And the clouds are thick like treacle
When the sun has all but disappeared
You know that winter is beginning.
When the birds stop chirping
And animals become scares
When all you see is snow
You know that winter is here.

Grass emerged beneath the snow, waiting to be discovered
Me, hiding with my laptop, with extra blankets to shield the cold
Creatures lurk in the garden,
Their footsteps drawn delicately on the snow
caught red handed.
Moving slowly, like a snake, winter sneaks in under our noses,
without us noticing a thing.
by Brooklyn Faichnie 2C1

When the morning is no longer silent
And the grass begins to grow
When you see the snowdrops blooming
You know that winter has passed.

Paw Prints
Paw prints everywhere in the snow
big ones, small ones, nobody knows
different size, shape and all sorts
but who are making these mysterious prints?

by Ceder Geertse 2C2

The trees arms were covered in frost,
and they shivered in the wind.
Birds with feathers like fluffy snow,
perched on the ice cold branches.
Tucked up in their cosy down,
they tweeted their quiet harmony
waiting, waiting for the drip, drip
drip of thaw.
by Becca Travis 2C1

Some of them lead to odd places
but most don’t get the chance to finish
lots of new layers as thick as blankets come so often
so we don’t get to see them
Foxes, owls, deer and rabbits
they are getting ready for Christmas too
gathering up last minute food
and maybe even some decorating, too!
Animals are going to hibernate now
in trees, burrows, nests and all
they are now all ready to go
now there are no paw prints in the snow
except for ours, of course!

In the desolate wilderness of the outdoors,
crystals from Heaven slowly pour,
and like the mood of the sea,
the weather changes endlessly.

by Kirsty Anderson 2L1

Sometimes dark, sometimes light
just like the seasons eternal fight
and when the sky looked upon the Earth
she could see that this was Winter’s birth.
In the might of the snow’s bright light,
all things were white, right into the night,
until under the sun’s ire
she snow melted like wildfire!
by Seol Dobson-Allam 2C2
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A snowy day

Snowfall
Outside the snow is falling heavy,
and all of the children can’t wait to get ready.
Slowly the soft, silky snow is falling to the ground,
and already the children are running around.

When I woke up today,
Something was amiss,
I was expecting sunshine
But I didn’t expect this.
Snowflake upon snowflake,
Falling across the sky.
I was suddenly awake,
And I thought I knew why.

The ground is as white as paper,
and the children are going sledging later.
They will slip and slide, get cold and wet,
Make igloos and wait for them to set.
The children are having so much fun,
and on the hill they have made a sledging run.
There is a snowball fight in the park,
and Jenny is throwing at Mark.

The calm beauty of snow,
It never grows old,
It relaxes my mind,
And softens the cold.
It makes me yearn,
For that inner peace,
And makes me wish for
Snow to never cease.

Snowballs are flying all around
missing the children and just hitting the ground.
Barricades are blocking people’s shots,
now the barricades are covered in snow spots.
Sadly the sun has come out,
and the children are beginning to shout.
The children are all heading home,
as their parents are beginning to groan.

By Joshua Barrett 2C2

The next day they all have to go to school,
and the snow has left a big pool.
The teachers are all asking about their day,
but they just want to go out and play.
by Ewan Forbes 2L1

Science

SOILS IN SCOTTISH
Mr Danquah’s S3 science pupils are currently taking part in the National Research Project. The research is about soils
in Scottish schools and the purpose of the study is to provide students with an understanding of Scotland’s historical
environmental heritage and to encourage students to think about current environmental issues.
The research involves the pupils undertaking experiments in the lab using soil samples collected in the school
grounds and also poster competition. Soil Samples have been sent off to Strathclyde University where they will be
tested to determine their chemical content. This project will run up to June next year and the winner/winning team
from each school, along with their teacher, will be invited to attend a national environmental event in August 2018
which will be hosted at the University of Strathclyde.
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MODERN LANGUAGES
Aboyne Academy celebrated the European Day of Languages 26th September 2017
On September 26th we celebrated the European Day of Languages
in a number of exciting ways. We had a world language quiz and a
variety of language taster workshops where pupils and staff shared
their language and cultural knowledge with fellow students and
colleagues.
S1 pupils did a Spanish taster session with staff in lessons and the
senior phase Spanish class enjoyed a Spanish Tapas breakfast.
Languages on offer for the other taster sessions included German,
Gaelic, Danish, Polish, Spanish, and BSL!
One of the pupils who offered a Polish taster class was Tosia Brozek
in S3. Here is what she had to say :
“I took part in the “European Day of Languages”, teaching my native language, Polish. The point of the lesson was for
me to prepare a powerpoint with basic greetings and a bit about the polish culture. Whoever was interested could
come and enjoy the lesson – hopefully finding it interesting. I personally really enjoyed it and was happy to see
people enjoying themselves and really taking in the information. The day was a celebration of languages’ diversity.’
Rebeka Johnston in S3 attended Tosia’s session and commented:
“I feel Tosia did really well teaching us polish and all about her culture. I really enjoyed learning the language and
thoroughly appreciated that Tosia and other students and staff gave up their lunch time to teach us her language as
it was a great opportunity and experience.”

Modern Languages trip to the Belmont cinema
On Wednesday 8th November 2017 Ms Whyman and Mrs Miller were able to accompany the Modern Languages
Department to take a coach of S3-S6 pupils to the Belmont cinema in Aberdeen, courtesy of ‘Total’ oil company for
the French film festival. We went to watch ‘Les Grands Ésprits’, a comedy about a teacher sent to a poor inner city
school. The teacher, François Foucault, had previously taught at the prestigious Henri IV school in Paris. The story
line centres around the struggles which he encounters teaching in this new environment and his attempts to
understand the young people and help them to reach their potential.
We thoroughly enjoyed the film, picking up new phrases and understanding much of the language with the need for
subtitles! The film was fun and it was such a great experience to see a French film at the cinema all together. Thank
you to ‘Total’ and to everyone for taking us on such a great trip!
Leila Fernandez 3M2 and Dani McGregor 3M2
On 8th November 2017 a coach of S3-S6 pupils went to the Belmont Filmhouse along with Ms Whyman and Mrs
Miller to see a French film. The film we went to see was called ‘Les Grands Ésprits’ which means ‘Great Minds’ but
has been translated to the title of ‘The Teacher’. The film is about a teacher who is a Professor of Literature at the
Lycée Henri IV. He then goes to a less fortunate area to a difficult school. It shows the story of how he learns to gain
the students’ trust. Towards the end of the movie we were left on a bit of a cliff hanger because we
could
n’t didn’t find out what happened to him, whether he stays on at the school or not.
Overall we enjoyed the dramatic comedy and enjoyed going to the cinema. Thanks to ‘Total’ we
were fortunate enough to go on this trip! Merci!
Isabella Ogg Shand 3M2 and Allana Tracy 3M2
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Aboyne Academy pupil jumps to new heights in British eventing
Aboyne Academy pupil Roan Grant, aged 15, and his horse Will (Caballo Rojo) rode to victory to win the BE90 event
at Scotsburn Horse Trials, Ross-shire, in May this year. Against tough competition, this sporting triumph allowed him
to qualify for the Scottish British Eventing Championships and Mitsubishi Motors Regional Final which took place in
September 2017 where he came in seventh overall.
Roan also competed at the prestigious Pony Club Championships
at Cholmondeley Castle in Cheshire on 18-22 August 2017. He and
Will (pictured), who Roan bought in 2016, won the Novice
Dressage at Interbranch on a score of 72.8% and came in second in
the eventing on a 28.8 dressage score and a double clear. After
travelling for 12 hours to Cheshire for these Championships, the
pair came third in the dressage with a score of 70.8% which earned
Roan a place on the podium. He came an impressive twelfth out of
forty in the eventing after unluckily being knocked out of the top
three in the showjumping.
Roan, who has already secured sponsorship by Nag Rags Ltd, is
looking forward to riding two horses, Will and Jack in the 2018
season.

School science trip was out of this world
On Monday 20 November 2017, all S1 pupils from Aboyne Academy made their way to the Aberdeen Science Centre
in Aberdeen for a day of inspiration, fun activities and learning. The trip was partly funded by the Centre and was
organised by the school Science Faculty.
The pupils attended a series of relevant shows and workshops designed to help understand science and its influence
in their everyday lives. All of the activities were directly linked to the S1 Science Curriculum.
The sessions the pupils took part in were:
• Circuits and Electronics

•The Planetarium Cells show

•Disaster Relief Bridge Building

•Explore Your Universe – a show about how UK science is shaping what we know about space
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Royal Visit for Harvest Festival
In the afternoon of Wednesday 4 October 2017, HRH Duchess of Rothesay thrilled the staff and pupils of Aboyne
Academy by attending the Harvest Festival.
Camilla spent around an hour at the school for the celebration. During this time she was greeted by Head Teacher,
Lorraine Scott, after being piped into the school games hall by Fraser Wood, lead piper of Aboyne Academy Pipe
Band. Camilla then took a seat and was played a short piece by the school’s ceilidh band and enjoyed the opening
speech by pupil Shaun Lanigan (S5). Following that, the Duchess toured round the Harvest displays whilst being
accompanied by music played by fellow academy pupils.
A mix of representatives from the community and pupils were allowed to attend this event: the Aboyne Academy
House Captains and Vice Captains, prefects and pupil council members were also in attendance to be part of the
Harvest celebration.
The displays Camilla was touring were made and presented by 10 local primary schools, displaying the work and art
they put together for the harvest. As well as this, all the primary children came together as a choir and sung a song
for the Duchess of Rothesay.
At the end of the celebration, before being piped out of the building, Camilla joined Aberdeenshire Provost, Bill
Howatson, to unveil a plaque to mark her visit to Aboyne Academy.
Words: Cara Blackhall (S5)

Pictures: John Dunbar (S6)

HRH Duchess of Rothesay talking to pupils accompanied by Head
Teacher, Lorraine Scott (left)
Camilla with Fraser Wood, lead piper of Aboyne
Academy Pipe Band

Children In Need Talent Show 2017
On Friday 17th November it was Children in Need at Aboyne Academy! For the past 29 years we have had a Children
in Need Talent Show. The talent show runs every day at lunch time on the week of Children in Need. Each day there
is a new batch of acts and a panel of judges decide on who was the best act and put them through to the final which
takes place on Children in Need day.
The acts that went through to the finale were Scott Angus [S6] who played the electric cello, Sasha Eriksson [S3]
who sang an original song, Beth Morrison [S5], Shaun Lanigan [S5] and Callum Geddes [S5] who sang as a trio with
Callum playing the piano and Iona Cruickshank [S4] who played the fiddle. Every year we have a wildcard act, who
didn’t get picked for the finals but stood out to the judges and come back and compete in the finale.
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Emily Marshall [S6] who sang a beautiful rendition of On My Own from Les Misérables was
one of the two wildcards this year with Beth,
Shaun and Callum being the other.
Every year two senior pupils take on the role of
presenting the show. This year we had a few
different people. On the first show we had Beth
Morrison and Shaun Lanigan, Second show we
had Craig Strachan [S5] and Shaun Lanigan and
for the rest of the shows we Magnus Nixon [S6]
and Sophia Foreman [S6]. Many pupils turned
up to Friday’s finale nearly filling up the whole theatre! The winners of this year’s talent show, Callum Geddes, Beth
Morrison and Shaun Lanigan. I (Ciaran Johnston S2) took the time to interview our winners:
“Why did you decide to work together as a trio?” “We were all studying music. One day we were mucking around
with karaoke when the song “When We Were Young” by Adele came on. We sang to it and thought it sounded great.
We showed Mrs Johnston and she loved it, and so we thought, a year later we should enter the talent show with the
song” – Callum Geddes
“What was the thought process into the song that you chose? [When We Were Young & Under The Bridge by
Adele]” “There was no thought process, it was a happy accident.” – Callum Geddes
“[For Callum] Did you ever think you were taking a risk competing twice?” “I wouldn’t say it’s a risk. I enjoy performing a lot and so more opportunity to perform is great. Children in Need is all about raising money, and by performing one extra time I have contributed to the fundraising”
“How much practise went into the two songs you performed?” “The first song ‘When We Were Young’ by Adele
was a year in the making, and the final song ‘Water Under the Bridge’ also by Adele, was a last-minute thing.”
“Were you always going to perform together or were you originally a duo/solo act?” “We all like to perform as soloists, and performing together. It’s just for fun"
“Are you going to compete again next year?” “I am hoping to compete next year as it is the 30-year anniversary!”
[Callum] “It would be fun to compete in it, but I would be more inclined to take on the role as a presenter, so I don’t
have to worry too much about picking a song etc.” [Shaun].
Thank you so much Beth, Callum and Shaun for your time. Callum Geddes is very well known for being an amazing
singer and won last year’s show along side S6 pupil Jemma Ferries who was a singer in the Senior Choir and Soul
Band. Beth and Shaun are well known in our Drama Department and are very good at acting and singing. Beth and
Shaun are also very good at playing the fiddle. Even though pupils and teachers get treated to a full lunch time of
amazing talented acts we also have our S6’s performing the annual S6 dance. Every year the S6’s have a theme for
their costumes and this year since we weren’t far away from the premiere of I’m A Celebrity the theme was you’ll
never guess ‘I’m A Celebrity’! The dance usually lasts about 8-10 minutes long and was choreographed by Maddy Silcock [S6] (Morven’s Captain). The dance was very enjoyable and was a big hit for sure. The Talent Show this year was
a great success and alongside donation money
we raised £4511.20!
Thanks for everyone donating and coming to
the talent show, thank you to all the acts for
making our lunch times really enjoyable and
thank you to the staff who organise Children In
Need at Aboyne Academy for making events
like these happen.
Written by Ciaran Johnston 2M3
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A long way to go
Friday the 6th of October heralded the Aboyne Academy sponsored walk. The whole school
took part in the 11 mile walk. The route led from the visitor centre at Burn O’ Vat, through
Cambus O’ May and along the old railway line back to the school. The pupils were bussed to
Burn O’ Vat and travelled together in their house groups: Clachnaben first, shortly followed
by Lochnagar and finally Morven. The main aim of the sponsored walk was to collect as much
money as possible for the school fund, which goes towards trips and other activities for the
school.
These funds are particularly important for Aboyne due to its location. Being so remote means
transport is expensive and for that reason a large portion of what is raised will go towards
subsidising these costs for pupils. This gave the pupils both an increased interest and incentive in the event as it directly
benefited them. A week or so before the walk every pupil received a sponsorship form which they then took home and
over the following week attempted to gain as many sponsors as possible. Some, attempted to raise more by completing
it as a run and a few brave souls even doing it in fancy dress!
However, this was not the only aim of the day. A second target was to use the day to boost the
ethos of the school. This is the first time in a while that the walk has been done. It ran annually
for many years but stopped due to a lack of interest and enthusiasm from the pupils. Bringing it
back this year, the new head teacher Mrs Scott wanted to make it more enjoyable and give it
unique elements, which would make pupils more enthusiastic as well as boosting the schools
moral as a whole. She got together with various leadership groups within the school; the
prefects, health leaders, WOW (my World Of Work) ambassadors and house leaders to brainstorm ideas. These were then discussed and narrowed down to realistic possibilities. The
suggestions they took forward were the chance to do it in fancy dress, the option to run it, ice
cream at the Dinnet stop, selfie boards and doing the walk in house groups rather than year
groups so that friends across years could walk together. Aboyne academy has very competitive
house competitions each year, and as such there is a strong house morale and friendships across year groups form both
within and between houses. In keeping with this tradition, competitions were held on the day for the fastest time running
it, the best fancy dress and the best selfie board photo. The three lucky winners were Carmen
Eguireun (runners up Ross McCallum and Julia Cowley) for fancy dress, The Geddes brothers
for the best selfie (runners up Clint Hutchinson in 2nd, Evie and Andrea in 3rd), and Josh Benton
for the 10k run, with a winning time of 38 minutes and 17 seconds (closely followed by Fergus
Wood and Fraser Wood).
Embracing the spirit of the event, a group of senior pupils rose to the challenge and not only
ran it, but ran it in kilts! Josh, a member of the group explained “It was along with the theme
of fancy dress”, adding “And we like to be patriotic. It was a good laugh seeing everyone’s
reactions to the fancy dress”. Many others joined in to make the day a success, the prefects
running the selfie boards at various stops along the route gave everyone a laugh and a chance
to be involved, and a pit stop for some cooling Mackie’s ice cream in Dinnet went down well among the tired walkers!
However, there were struggles, keeping the ice cream cold during transportation to Dinnet and preventing it from melting
once there was a key area of difficulty for the organisers. Another key concern was litter. Eco
group also felt strongly on this issue and resulted in a group of litter pickers following along
behind the other walkers to ensure our presence left no imprint on the gorgeous countryside.
Despite these challenges, the day proved a resounding success, but Mr Foy, an organiser of the
event, was quick to point out that the day couldn’t have been done without the dedication and
help from the pupils, with seniors helping every step of the way from initial organising through
fundraising to the day itself! Pupils also decided that they would like their fundraising to give
back to the local community, and chose to donate £1000 of their total to the local charity
HorseBack UK. The hard work definitely paid off, with Aboyne Academy raising a massive total
of £7,763.52!!
Written by Taryn Fletcher and Lizzie Scripps
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Aboyne Academy awarded prestigious sports award
Aboyne Academy has recently been presented with the highly sought after sportscotland Silver Award. The sporting
accolade was awarded due to the breadth of activities taught during PE
lessons at the school and was achieved with the help of the pupil Health
Leaders group combined with the fantastic extra-curricular opportunities
created and promoted by Shona Park, Active Schools Coordinator.
The sportscotland School Sport Award is a national, Lottery funded initiative
designed to encourage schools to continuously improve physical education
and school sport opportunities. Aboyne Academy supplied sportscotland with
the relevant information regarding the implementation and quality of sport
and PE at the school which led to the certification of the Silver Award.
There are only 336 schools in Scotland (primary and secondary) that have
been awarded the Silver Award. Aboyne Academy is one of the schools out of
only eight in Aberdeenshire to have been awarded at all.
The award runs annually so the school will be reapplying next year with the
intention of maintaining its Silver status and even better - going for Gold!

PE Teacher, Mrs Leslie, proudly
shows off the certificate

Aboyne Academy pupils ignite fantastic local response to
Blythswood Care shoebox appeal
As a class, we were shown a video about Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal; the company donates filled boxes to
unfortunate countries.
Mrs Barr (our Business teacher) asked if we wanted to form a social enterprise company to run this appeal in Aboyne
Academy but we all had to vote to make sure everyone was willing to do this. Thankfully everyone was keen to take
part in this cause and we got started right away.
We organised ourselves into groups: wrappers, packers, buyers, promoters and checkers. We all needed each other
to do our job correctly so communication and cooperation was essential. We put posters around the school and
buckets for donations to try and involve all the members of our community. Members of our class spoke to each year
group and explained what we were trying to do.
The wrappers had to make sure that the boxes were fully covered with Christmas paper as this made the box look
inviting and more interesting to open on Christmas Day. Over time people around the school donated lots of items and
we started to produce lots of shoeboxes, filled with the essentials and some other important items. It took a lot of hard
work and organising but with the help from pupils around the school and teachers we were able to get around 50
boxes completed before the October break.
Mrs Barr also had her local Sunday School, Jam Hearts, involved and they had been doing the same as us with their
local community. On return from the October break we learned that the pick-up of the boxes was to be the following
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day and we had to empty Mrs Barr’s car of all the shoeboxes that we and the Jam Hearts had made up and collected,
so on a cold morning we warmed up by carrying shoeboxes from the car park to the cupboard where we stored them.
The next day we were sad to see our 105 wrapped, packed and donated shoeboxes to be loaded into the back of a
Blythswood Care van where they will be shipped off to different countries to go to children and families who need
them. However it was a happy time for a member of staff and a couple of form classes as they were awarded a prize
for donating the most items in their group or for donating enough items to fill a shoebox.
Overall it was a great project and it was very interesting and fun to do. I think as a class we learnt a lot about social
enterprises and how they work.
Aboyne Academy
Head Teacher,
Lorraine Scott
with some pupils
from Mrs Barr’s
Business class

Words: Mrs Barr’s S3 Business class

Shoeboxes being loaded into the Blythswood Care van

Local silent auction raises over £5000
An astonishing amount of over £5000 was raised at the Victory Hall on the evening of 29 September 2017. This incredible amount was raised by the Aboyne and District Rotary Club. They raised this money through holding a Silent
Auction.
The Aboyne Academy Parent Council helped the Rotary Club to organise the event and they also attended the event.
The Rotary Club and the Parent Council approached local businesses who donated some amazing lots such as meals
at restaurants, paintings, sports coaching, board games, whiskey and chocolates. Even HRH Prince of Wales donated
a teapot, cup and saucer set from the Highgrove Collection. The lots valued from £10 RRP to £400 RRP. Soft drinks
and nibbles helped to create a friendly atmosphere which made it an amazing event to attend.
The money raised was split between Aboyne Academy and the Aboyne Hospital and was most gratefully received.
The Silent Auction was a great success as you can tell from the money that was raised but the money could not have
been raised without the amazing attendance from the community.
Words: Katie Bannister (S2)
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NesCol
We continue to have strong links with North East Scotland College in Aberdeen. This school session
we have nine pupils in year one of Foundation Apprenticeship courses, five pupils attending
Wednesday link courses and thirteen pupils participating in the National 5 Skills for Work Hospitality
course which us delivered in school by college lecturer Alice Lamb on Tuesdays.
Congratulations to Joshua Thornton, Becky Findlater, Emily Wilson and Sarah Tocher, Alfie
Fitzsimmons who were all nominated for pupil of the week during this last term by NesCOl and received a certificate
of recognition from the College.

The Hospitality Thanks Giving Event raised £110 for the Archie Foundation.
Enjoyed having #Rotary and some of our other partners for lunch today @aboyneacad all prepared and
served by hospitality pupils. @NESCollege #community #teamwork

Christmas Fair
Thank you to everyone who helped make the Christmas Fair a success including Clive & the ARCADION team for
delicious burgers and chilli, Alice from North East Scotland College & her Hospitality class for the refreshments.
To all stall holders, Glen Tanar Estate for the tree, ARCADION for delicious burgers and chilli, DeeDon Ceilidh
Collective for music, AAPC, staff, pupil and parent helpers too...Total raised was £1566.72, £15 raised for
Rotary quiz & £95.25 raised by Alfie Make a Wish Tree for Hospitality.
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Police/Army Outreach Week
After the summer I applied to get a place on the Police/Army Adventure Outreach course which runs at
Cameron Barracks in Inverness. I was lucky enough to get a place and I went along for a week at the start
of October.
The Police organised transport up to Inverness. We stopped to pick up other pupils from throughout the
north of Scotland on our journey.
When we arrived the environment was very different to normal life. The atmosphere was relaxed but the
course organisers wanted you to be enthusiastic and push yourself and try hard.
There were a big variety of other pupils there. Some were interested in a career in the military but others
were there because they were not sure what they wanted to do in the future. Although we were all
different, most were very keen and this made it easy to understand each other.
To start off with we did mapwork, team building and grenade drills. We moved on to lots of physical
activities such as assault courses, patrolling, raft building and mountain biking. We finished with an
overnight exercise and did a night patrol including getting woken at 2am with 2 minutes to get up and get
moving. This was exciting but stressful.
I would really recommend this experience to anyone else who is interested in it in the future. The active
role you play is really positive, anyone could do it and I learned a lot about myself over the 5 days.
Ben Matthews 5L1
Allachburn Care Home Volunteering

Health Leaders
The Aboyne Academy Health Leaders were busy on Monday

For the last 3 months we have been
volunteering at Allachburn care home in Aboyne
as part of our Saltire award. We do this on
Monday afternoons which fits around our other
studies. We have been given small activities to
undertake each week with the residents, which
has ranged from serving tea and biscuits to
making Christmas cards and decorations with
them.

11th December 2017 baking biscuits with Karen Inkster for
the elderly as part of their Xmas project. They visited
Allachburn on Wednesday 13th and then Bonty Court on
Monday 18th December to drop off some festive biscuits
and ended up singing a few Christmas carols! A very
enjoyable afternoon with a lot of festive cheer!

We have been really enjoying getting to know
the staff and residents who have been amazing
with us. Volunteering at the care home has
helped us with our communication skills and our
confidence when talking in large or smaller
groups. We have had a great experience
working with the care home and we would
recommend this opportunity to others who are
interested in working with people in a very
relaxed and friendly environment.
Rhiann Ritchie, Leah Cromar, Cally Forbes
Urquhart and Kirsty Irvine
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School Pipe Band
The Pipe Band has been working hard again this term recently performing at the Christmas Concert where
they impressed the audience with their version of Coldplay’s Fix You. In the coming year we will be again
be taking part in the Scottish Schools Pipe Band Championships in Edinburgh, competing in the traditional
2/4 March category and also this year in the Freestyle category with Fix You.
As always we welcome any pupils who wish to join us in the competition – we particularly need pipers! So
if you’re interested come along to Room 17 on a Friday lunch time - even if you’re not quite on
pipes/drums yet you can still come and see what we’re all about!

S1 Enterprise sale
Charlotte Reynolds, 1C1 made a fantastic effort with her little figures, decorating
them all by hand – the photograph unfortunately don’t show the intricate detail.

Climbing Club Fun!
Climbing Club had an unusual visitor this term who turned out to be an excellent climber!
We are an Active School club operating every Thursday after school from 3.30 to 5pm and he club operates as a
6 week block of lessons with the last week used for a visit to Alford Community Climbing wall or an outdoor
crag in summer. S1 to S3 pupils can sign up with the Active School coordinator or collect a form from outside
the PE Office.
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Active Schools Club Updates
Running Club will be return again on Monday 15th Jan.
S1 and S2 football with AJFC this will return on Mon 8th January.
Senior or junior hockey will start back on Wed 17th and Fri 19th Jan.
Netball Club will then return again on Wed 17th Jan.
Climbing Club and Badminton Club will return again on Thurs 18th January.
There will be no junior basketball will return on Fri 19th January.
NEW - Touch Rugby for girls and boys will start on Tues 23rd January from 3.45-4.45pm on the all weather pitch, sign
up for this will be open from 8th January.
● NEW - Please also see posters and sign up info on noticeboard for the Cross Country Running Series which starts on Fri
26th January.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Any questions please see Shona Park, Active Schools Coordinator, Room 9b.
shona.park@aberdeenshire.gov.uk or 07823536215.
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ABOYNE ACADEMY
IMPORTANT DATES SESSION 2017-2018
December
21
S4/5/6 Reports issued
22
End of Term
January 2018
8
Start of Term
25
S1 Reports issued
17-18 S3 DTP & Men ACWY immunisations
29
Start of S4/5/6 Prelims
30
Senior Phase Parents’ Curriculum Evening
February
1
Head Teacher drop-in session
6
S3 Reports issued
8
Local Holiday
9
Local Holiday
12
Mid-Term Holiday
13
In-Service Day
14
In-Service Day
16
End of S4/5/6 Prelims
27
MMR Immunisation Catch up
27
S3 Parents’ Evening
27-1 House Assemblies
March
1
8
12-16
15
19-23
20
21-22
28
29
30

S2 Reports issued
Head Teacher drop-in session
House Week 3
S4/5/6 Reports issued
Social Health Week
S4/5/6 Parents’ Evening
S1/2 Girls HPV Immunisations
S4/5/6 Parents’ Evening
End of Term (Thursday)
Good Friday Holiday

April
16
25
27
30

Start of Term
P7 Parents’ Evening
S4/5/6 Leavers’ Ceremony
Start of SQA Exams

May
3
3
4
7
10
21-25
22
23-25
28-29
28
29
29
31

S2 Reports issued
Head Teacher drop-in session
S3 Buddy Training (CLD)
May Day Holiday
P7 Induction Day 1
S3 Work Experience Week
S2 Parents’ Evening
Activities S1-S2
Prefect Interviews
Start of new Timetable S1/2/3 (new S2/3/4)
P7 Induction Day 2
Senior Ball
S1 Reports issued

June
4
4
4-8
7
7
8
18-20
19-20
21-22
25-29
25-29
27

End of SQA Exams
Start of new Timetable S4/5 (new S5/6)
Mental Health Week
Immunisation Catch Up
Head Teacher drop-in session
Pupil Leadership Training
House Assemblies
Summer Show
P7 Induction Visit
House Week 4
Highland Games Week
Awards Ceremony

July
6

End of Term

Aboyne Academy
Contact Information
Aboyne Academy, Bridgeview Road,
Aboyne
Aberdeenshire, AB34 5JN
Tel: 01339 267750
You will then be given 2 options
Option 1 – Pupil Absence
Option 2 – Speak to the School
E-mail: aboyne.aca@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Web: www.aboyneacademy.com
Twitter: @aboyneacad
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